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| 2 E newſpapers have ira 10 eres 
ingly deficient in their account of the 
very important debate which took place 
in the Houſe of Lords on Tueſday the 
th inſtant, that a Gentleman who was 
preſent, and is very anxious that the 
Public ſhould have as accurate an ac- 
count as poffible of that day's proceed- 

ings, bas ſent the following account to 

the preſs, in which, however, he is con- 
ſcious that he has not done juſtice (o 
any” one of the noble ſpeakers. ns 
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HOUSE of LORD'S, de. 


| Ar half paſt three o'clock on Tueſday 
the gth of December, Mr. Secretary Fox 
brought up the India Bill from the Houſe 
of Commons; which being read a firſt time, 
the Duke of Portland moved that Monday 

next be fixed for the ſecond . of che 
bill. 


Lord Thurlow immediately roſe and ob- 

ſer ved that it was indeed very extraordinary 
that even the common forms of Parliament 
VVV . were 


ä 25 . 
rere neglected, though the bill then be 
fore their Lordſhips was of ſuch infinite 
magnitude. By the order of their Lord- 
ſhips' proceedings, the Houſe ſhould be mo- 
ved for leave to print the bill; and after 
that, ſurely the ſecond reading of a bill o ß 
ſo much importance . be fired for 3 
diſtant my ck 
Eail Temple concurred in opinion with the 
noble and learned Lord —The noble Duke 
his Lordſhip obſerved, had moved for ſeve- 


ral papers to be. laid upon the table: He : 


'. wiſhed to aſk the noble Duke if theſe were 
| All the papers which bis brain thought 
neceſſaty to be produced. His Lordfhip 
added, that as the fubje& was of the firft- 
importance, affecting the chartered rights 
of Britiſh ſubjes—affeQing, nay tending 
totally to ſubvert the conftitution of this 
country—He hoped their Lordſhips* would 
not proceed but upon the moſt mature de- 
- Jiberation : he therefore truſted to the well- 
kon candour of the noble Duke, that he 
| would 1 not t oppoſe wy farther r motion be 


if 3s +] 


migbt make for the production of ſuch pa 
pers as to his mind ſeemed neceſſary to the 
elucidation of fo important a ſubject. "Th 
Lordſhip declared, that he had meant on 

that day to move for a great e 
of records and papers from the India 
Houſe; but not having the liſt in his 
pocket, he truſted to the honour and 
the candour of the noble Duke that ſuch 
_ a motion would not 706. oppoſed: on A fu- | 
tore Ty i» , 1 I 


1 5 F : 
12 111 72 72 a”, 


185 - The Duke « Portland: ſata, 0 was not 
prepared to give a poſitive anſwer to his 
Lordfhip $ queſtion.” To his mind the pa- 
pers already on their Lordſhips table were 
very ſufficient to evince the abſolute neceſ- 
ty for adopting the -preſent meaſure; at 
the ſame time, he ſhould not be againſt 
the production of farther evidence, if it 
_ uld EET to the Houſe to be ans. 


Lind Thurlow obeyed, that there was 

à very great degree of indecency in the 

fired of proceeding; that the ſubject was 
B 2 | perhaps 


3 1 4 of 
güne the moſt important that had ever, 


been agitated. in Parliament, in whatever 2 


light it was taken. In the firſt inſtance it was 
a moſt atrocious violation of private proper 
ty—an-enquiry which cut every Engliſhman. 
to the bone; and which could only bejuſtified 
by the ſtrongeſt neceſſity. The neceſſity, 
added his Lordſhip, muſt be fully and fair- 
ly proved by evidence brought to the Bar 
of the Houſe, and not by reports from a 
committee, to which he would pay as much 
attention as he would to the adventures of 
Robinſon Cruſoe. In the next place, fup- 
poſing the neceſſity of an interference to be 
proved beyond the power of cavil, ſtill, his 
Lordſhip contended, that the preſent bill 
neither went to the correction of an y exiſt- 
ing evil, to the prevention of evil in future, 
nor to the relief of the Company's Wants. 
It was, in fact, a moſt direct and daring 
attack upon the conſtitution of this country, 
and was a ſubverſion of the firſt principles 
of the Britiſh government. When, there - 
fore, ſuch a bill was brought forward, is 
behoved their Ns to be very accurate- 


ly 
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Tburlow. His Lordſhip ſtated. that the 
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Chatter of the Eaſt-India Company. had 


+ 44 >. # 


particularly inflanced,, the, Regulating AQ 
of 1773, Which be diſapproved becauſe it 


did not go far enough. In fact, it was im: 
poſſible to regulate the Company s Affairs 
without an infringement of their Charter. 
Surely. their Lordſhips muſt all agree in 
the propriety of ſomething, being done. 
Look to the ſtate of the Company in Eng- 


Government, bills have been drawn from 
| India to a great amount. Let us caſt our 
eyes to the Company's. ſettlements abroad. 
What ſcenes of deſolation and diſtreſs do 


we behold !—A prince. has been; driven from 


. bis palace —his treaſures have been ſeized, 


of Indoſtan. Fertile provinces have been 
laid waſte; Wars have been unneceffarily 
waged; 


and he is now a fugitive through the plains 


” 


L 


iu 6 0 

gin; and Airb. we have Sonelded a a 
peace with the Marattas, yet this, in fact, 
leads us to a new war. The treaty between 
t ic Engliſh and Marattas having for its ob- 
Fa⸗ the conqueſt and partition of Tippoo 
Saib's dominions, may involve us in endleſs 
diſputes. In ſhort, oontinurd his Lordfhip, 
vherever Tturn my attention, I find very ſuf- 
ficient reaſdns for giving my ſupport to the 
preſent bill, from the confuſed and diftreſſed 
Kate of the” Jinks e po. i 8 affairs. 1 


1678 Thatto®'s Ssrved that 8. noble 
and learned Lord had not yet given any ſo- 
Iution to his diffculties. 1 aſk the noble 
and learned Lord if he can reconcile the 
principle of the preſent bill to the principles 


of the Britiſh conſtitution, admitting even 


what we have as yet not the ſmalleſt cauſe 
to adnnt, that the neceſfity of an immediate 
interference by Parliament i is apparent. The 
noble and learned Lord fills ſo high an 
office in two of his Majeſty's courts, that 1 
ſhould naturally expect to fee him the cham- 
pion of our glorious conſtitution. It is 
1 y | „„ | not 


abhor tyranny in all its ſhapes, I ſhall ; op» 


1 


not fitting, that. ſo great A, char acter ſhould. 
meddle m the dirty pool of politics. The 
preſent bill means evidently . to ereate 4 
power which! is unknown. to the. conſtitur 
tion. An Imperium in inperio ; but. as I 


poſe moſt ſtrenuouſly this ſtrange attempt 
to deſtroy the true balance of our conſti- 
tution. The preſent bill does not tend to 
increaſe, the influence- of the Crown ; but 
it tends to ſet up a power in the kingdom 
which may be uſed in oppoſition to the 
Crown, and to the deſtruction of the li 
bertics of the people. I wiſh to ſee the 
Crown great and reſpectable; - but if the 
preſent bill ſhould pals, it will be no longer 
. worthy of a man of honour to wear. The 
King will, i in fact, take the diadem from 
his own 158, and place it on the head of : 
Mr. Fox... Your Lordſhips have heard 
much of the Ninth Report of the Select Com- i 


mittee. That extraordinary performance - 


has been in every , body's hands. — 
The ingenious author ſtates, that < The 
6 Falt- Indi Company ; is in poſſeſſion of a 

6c vaſt. 


=D 8 1] 
« aft FOI with ſuch a boundleß pa- 
( tronage, civil, military, marine, com- 
0 mercial, and financial, in every depart- 
ment of which ſuch fortunes have been 
be müde as could be made no Where elſe.— 
This, my Lords, is the true deſcription of 
that vaſt and boundleſs patronage, which 
this bill means to throw into the hands of 
the Miniſter of the preſent day: I ſpeak the 
language of the late Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, for whom 1 had the higheſt reſpect 
and regard, and to whom I have been much 


obliged, when I lay, that every Minifter of 7 


this country will naturally ftrengthen his 
party by increaſing his friends, and diſpoſing 
of every office of honour or of emolument 
amongſt thoſe who will ſupport his mea- 
fures; with this explanation of the ſyſtem 
on which the preſent Miniſters act, and 
Indeed | in which all Miniſters muft act, let 
me conjure your Lordſhips to weigh well 
the conſequences which will reſult to the 
conſtitution of this country, ſhould the 
Preſent bill paſs into a law. By the funda- 
mental principles of this conſtitution, the 

| | | executive 


. -L; ® F. 
executive power of the State is placed in the 
hands of the Crown. We ha ve heard much, 
my Lords, of late years, of the alarming , 
increaſe of the · influence of the Crown, 1 
will candidly confeſs to your Lordſhips, 
that I have never ſeen the influence of the 
Crown. too great. I wiſh to ſee the Crown 
great and reſpectable; and if the boundleſs 
patronage of the Eaſt muſt be taken from 
the Company, if regulations wiſely adopt - 
ed, and ſteadily enforced, will not be ſuf- 
ficient to remedy exiſting evils, let the 
boundleſs patronage of the Eaſt be placed 
where only, with ſafety- to the conſtitu- 
tion of this country it can be placed; in 
tbe hands of the executive government. 
In the laſt year we paſſed an act to prevent 
contractors from ſitting in Parliament; but 
by the preſent bill, Mr. Fox's contractors 
do not even vacate their ſeats. Such is 
the Gawen between the and a 
Om 17500 AS 


In abi laſt year we paſſed an 1 to pre- | 


vent t Cuſtom-houle officers from voting for 
. 1 555 „„ „ 
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members of Peſugent, 15 cautions: were 
; we to preſerve the purity of the Houſe of 


Commons, and to diminiſh the influence of 


the Crown; but in defiance of every prin- 
| ciple which was then profeſſed, no jealouſy 
nts expreſſed of the man who is to have in 
bis s poſſeffion the boundleſs patronage of the 
| Eaſt,” The doctrine advanced by the noble 


and learned Lord, is indeed extraordinary. | 
He tells you that the act of 1773, was an 

infringement of the charter of the Eaſt 
India Company, but that his objection was, 
chat it did not go far enough; and een 
he would totally deſtroy the charter. 


| The noble and learned Lord will recollec̃t 
the doctrine of the King's Attorney- Gene- 


ral, Sir Robert Sawyer, in the unconſtitu- 


tional and infamous reign of Charles the 


IId. as detailed to us in that miniſterial 
Gazette, that receptacle of all true intelli- 


gence, Mr. Woodfall's paper. Vet, my 
Lords, how was the doctrine of Sir Robert 

Sawyer reprobated by the Attorney-Gene- 
ral of that day? The charter of the city of 


Loudon: was taken Oy not becauſe ac- 
1 \ bg a n 


} 


„ OR. 
cording to Sir Robert Saw yer's opinion, : it 
was for their good, but becauſe the court 
was induced to declare it had been forfeited, 
At the Revolution, however, it was refiored, 
and the ſtrongeſt mar ks of abhorrence were 
expreſſed at ſo atrocious a deed, perpetrated 
under the ſemblance of juſtice. But be- 
fore the Houſe can conſider this very im- 
portant bill on that ground, to which erery 
Engliſhman. muſt naturally object to it, that 
it is directly ſubverſive of our venerable 
| conſtitution; and on that ground I challenge 
the noble and learned Lord to meet my ar- 
gument fully and fairly, it will be neceſſary 
to conſider the real ſtate of the Eaſt: India 
Company. Let us not be miſled by re- 
ports from Committees of another Houſe, to 
which, I again repeat, Ipiy as much at- 
tention as I would do to the hiſtory of Ro- 

binſon Cruſoe. Let the conduct of the 
Eaſt India Company be fairly and fully en- 
quired into; let it be acquitted or condemned 
by evidence brought to the Bar of the Houſe. 
Without entering very deep into the ſub- 
1a, let me reply, in a few words, to an 
C 2 obſer- 
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obſervation which fell from a noble and learn - 
ed Lord, that the Company's finances are diſ- 
trefled, and that they owe, at this moment, a 
million ſterling to the nation. When oor 
charge is brought, will Parliament, in its 
juſtice, forget that the Company is reſtrict- 

ed from employing that credit, which W 
great and flouriſhing Htuation gives to it? 

Will Parliament, in its juſtice, forget that | 
all the bill-holders of the Company are 
willing to extend the period of payment? 

Will Parliament, in its juſtice, forget that 
, high is the credit of this Company, that 
"JE the reſtrictions were taken off to-morrow 
morning, every demand due to the State 
would be diſcharged? Will Parliament, 
in its juſtice; forget that not all the wiſdom 
of his Majeſty's councils, nor the united 


_ wiſdom of this country, has prevented us 


from being involved in a long, a dangerous, 
and an expenſive war? Will Parliament, 
in its juſtice, forget, that though we have 
met with loſs, misfortune, and diſgrace, in 
every other quarter of the globe, this-delin- . 
12 75 Eaſt India n has ſurmounted 5 

How the 


18 5 
. ths mak afeniſhiog difficulties ; in India? 
Will the juſtice of Parliament forget, that 


when peace was at laſt reſtored to this un- 


s of this de- 


_ fortunate country, the conqueſ 
linquent Co 
vent farther facrifices in the Weſt ? Will 
Parliament, in its juſtice; forget that this 
delinquent Company, by the additional ex- 
pence of freight, or captures at ſea, has ſuſ- 
tained a loſs of two millions, ſeven hundred 


thouſand pounds, in conſequence of our na: 


tional war? Will Parliament, in its juſtice, 


forget, that when this country has encreaſed 


its debt abo ve one hundred millions ſterling, 


dis delinquent Company wants but a little 
time to pay all it owes to the Exchequer, 


or privilege to uſe its flowing credit? Will 
Parliament, in its juſtice forget that at a 
former period, when its commerce was cir- 
eumſeribed, when it had not an empire to 
ſupport, this delinquent Company was al- 
lowed to iſſue bonds to the amount of three 


millions ſterling, though notw limited, at 


the cloſe of an extenſive and calamitous 


* tothe ſum of fifteen hundred thouſand | 
4 pounds? 


pany - were given up to pre- 


* 


late private ram eg ene whichs with by 
eut every Engliſhman to the bone, and Which 
nothing but the ſtrongeſt neceſſity, fully 
and fairly proved, can ever juſtify. The 
noble and learned Lord has mentioned the 
depopulation of fertile provinces in India, 
the expulſion of a king from his palace, 
and the cruelties exerciſed upon an old wo- 
man. Theſe, my Lords, are ſounding 
words, but I call upon the noble and 
learned Lord to prove tbe facts. — It 
is ſomething ſingular, that when the 
character of Mr. Haſtings is thus held up 
to public deteſtation, his name ſhould be 
cautiouſly ſuppreſſed. Whence, my Lords, 
this remarkable degree of delicacy towards 
Mr. Haſtings? If he is a deſolator of pro- 
vinces; if he is a plunderer, and an enemy 
to the human race, let him be puniſhed for 
his crimes, but let the facts be proved. The 
little, low, dirty attempts of malice and 
faction, which have long been employed to 
deſtroy the character of that great man (as 


15 ) 


Think him).can S e no weight with your 
Lordſhips. How induſtriouſly, my Lords, 
has every tranſaction of Mr. Haſtings's 
long government, that could tend to cri- 
minate him, beem circulated? The reports 
of a Committee have been ſold as pam 
5 phlets. The ingenuity of ſome men, the in- 
duſtry and the warm imagination of others, 
have been long employed to ſully the well 
earned reputation of Mr. Haſtings. To 
my mind, my Lords, Mr. Haſtings is one 
of the moſt extraordinary characters that 
this country has ever produced. He has 
ſerved the Eaſt-· India Company thirty three 
| years in the moſt important ſituations, 
twelve years as Governor, or Governor- 
General of Bengal. He is a man, my 
Lords, whoſe integrity, whoſe honour, 


whoſe firmneſs of mind, and whoſe perſe- 


verance, are not only very generally ac- 

knowledged in this kingdom, and in Aſia, 
but throughout the continent of Europe. 
He is a man, my Lords, who poſſeſſes a 
moſt extenſive knowledge of the languages, 
the politics, the cuſtoms, and the revenues 
„ | LE of 


F FIT 


of Hiddoftany': le is a man, my Lords; 
who infuſed the ſpirit which animated 
his own mind, and roſe ſuperior to the 
aftoniſhing difficulties he bad to encounter 
into the breaſts of our a intrepid 
countrymen, who have ſo nobly diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in Aſia. Mr. Haſtings 
is a man, my Lords, who has re eſtabliſned 
peace in India, who furniſhed reſources for 5a 
the war while it laſted, by an increaſe of 
revenue in Bengal, and has preſerved the 
provinces under his more immediate con- 
trol in peace and tranquillity. Mr. Haſ- 
tings is a man, my Lords, who has held a 
bold and confiſtent language throughout. 
When the Government of this country ſent 
three men to thwart and to oppoſe all his 
| meaſures, he defired either to be recalled or 
confirmed. Would to God thoſe men had 
never arrived there. When I conſider the 
ſcene of confuſion that enſued, the factious, 
perſonal, and party ſpirit, by which they 
were actuated from the very hour of their 
landing, I am aſtoniſhed that Mr, Haſtings 
has been able to ſurmount ſo arduous a trial. 


(wot 


What have been the means, — a lacs 40 
| which Mr. Haſtings has had recourſe to pre- | 
ſerve his power? Has he employed the low 
and dirty arts of intrigue, which have here: 
. been Prack; a 7 1370 463 10 
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the voice of the public — by great and me- 

ritorious actions! This being my opinion 
of Mr. Haſtings, I ſhall ſupport him until 
evidence of his delinquency £ ſhall be produ- | 
ced. Wbence, my Lords, this extreme de- 
ſire to avoid a full and pure diſcuffion of 
this queſtion? 1 again repeat * of Mr. | 
Haſtings | is guilty, recall him, puniſh bim; 
but do not, my Lords, let us be deluded 
by tales fabricated for the purpoſe of the 
hour, and circulated with a degree of | in 
duſtry which diſgraces the honour and dig- 
nity. of the Britiſh nation. + cannot help 
adding, my Lords, that to my mind the 
late diſpatches from India contain ſuch con- 
vineing proofs of the vigour of our Go- 
vernment in Bengal, of the regulations 
formed for the collection of the revenues, 
rad Ee and 


* 


ed chr ulm iniſtratten of Juice asugböse 
the proviabes, added to the ceconomical ar- 
rangettients formed in the civil and military 
| deparkmetits, that I do believe it will not be 


; | in the power of any elerk in office, that 


Mr. Fox's Directors may ſend out, to throw 
Bengal ene 1 12 ſs mw two 


ve three A 73 1 
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tance. be meaſure Was bold and . 
for his part, his Lordſhip ſaid, he loved 
bold and rapid meaſures, when the neceſ- . 
ſity for ſuch meaſure was evident. He 
conjured their Lordſhips to conſider the 
ſtate of the Eaſt-India Company's s affairs 
both at home and abroad, and that they 
would refiſt « every attempt to create an un- 
neceffary delay. 85 : 


| Lord Temple obſerved, that he did not 
mean to protract or to delay the conſidera- 
tion 


* 


1 19 

tion of the preſent bill: he truſted, indeed, 
that a bill ſo dangerous in its principle, ſo 
ſubverſive of the conſtitution, could never 
pas that Houſe. The papers his Lord- 
ſhip meant to move for, were abſolutely 
neceſſary, provided the bill was to come 
e their nn. conſideration. 117 
. Towne: 1060 9% e, any 

N upon the Jai noble hav 

what, he had 8 „ i b mm 
The Earl of 3 Speed * perfect 
3 in the opinion of the noble 
Lord (Thurlow ) bis Lordſhip ſaid, it 
would be impoſſible to determine upon the 
juſtice : and. injuſtice of the preſent meaſure, 
without going very fully into the conduct 
of the Company, and its chief ſervant, 
Mr. Haſtings. This, his Lordſhip pledged 
himſelf to the Houſe, he e 1 on a 
7 future day. 105 122 061 
Lad 1 Mow — — 11 he 
ſerved, that as there was, in fact, no quel- 
| 2M 2 tion 
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| | ton before the Houſe, be muſt apologize 
to their” Lordfhips for | tak 


ing up a few 
minutes of their time, in reply to what 


fell from the noble and learned Lord. With 


reſpect to what the learned Lord 40 ſaid 
of Mr. Haſtings, he begged to obſerve, 


that he meant neither to diſpute nor to 


cement the very warm eulogium he had 


paſſed upon that gentleman. Indeed he 
thought the merits or demerits of Mr. Haſ- 


tings, made no part of the preſent buſineſs: 
it was a defeQtive ſyſtem that he wiſhed to 
correct; and Mr. Haſtings himſelf had 


complained that the preſent ſyſtem was de- 


feckive. His Lordſhip declared, that he 


wiſhed, therefore, to put Mr. Haſtings en- 
tirely out of the queſtion in the diſcuſſion 
of the preſent buſineſs. He truſted the 


learned Lord would thank him for giving 


him en opportunity of explaining a very 


harſh expreffion which he had uſed. The 
late Sir John Clavering and Colonel Mon- 
ſon were men of as ſtrict integrity, and as 


high a ſenſe of their honour, as this coun- 
fy had ever Oy” They had ſacri- 


ficed 


1 1 1 
ficed their lives' in the public ſervice; and, 
ſurely, when their names were mentioned, 
it ſhould only be with that degree of re- 
ſpect which is due to their great and exal- 
ted characters. With reſpect to the gentle- 
man (Mr. F. rancis) who had returned to 
this country, he believed his abilities were 
univerſally allowed; nor had his Lordſhip 
ever heard the {ſmalleſt reflection caſt upon 
his integrity, or honourable conduct, from 
the time he went abroad until he returned. | 
Theſe three gentlemen were ſent to Bengal; 
Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Barwell, who then 
ſtood high in the opinion of his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, were affociated with them'in the 
government, becauſe it was neceſſary that 
ſome of the old ſervants of the Company 
ſhould have a ſhare in the adminiſtration of 
their affairs. Diſputes unfortunately broke 
out; and from a variety of cauſes, needleſs 
now to relate, though both parties certainly 
called for a deciſive determination on the 
ſabje& of thoſe diſputes, none were ever 
ſent, | This, however, bis Lordſhip ob- 
ard is e to the ſubject before the 
Houle. 


f a2 1 
' Houſe. With eat to. the. production 4 


farther papers, the neceffity did not then 


ſtrike him. His Lordſhip ſaid, that the 
buſineſs of India, for the laſt ten Years, 
was as well known as the campaigns of the 
Duke of Marlborough. Every bookſeller's 
ſhop was full of India tracts; and the Houſe 
was certainly as competent to judge now, 
as they could be ten months hence, of the 
propriety or impropriety of the preſent 
bill. With reſpect to the doctrine adopted 
by Sir Robert Sawyer, in the reign of 
Charles the Second, he could affure the 
learned Lord, that he entertained as ſtrong 
ſentiments of abhorrence for ſuch a doc- 
- trine, as the. e and ne Lan od 
9 
Lord Thurlow. I am much obliged to 
the noble and learned Lord for the oppor- 
tunity he has given me for retracting an 
haſty and intemperate expreſſion. I do 
not, however, feel myſelf at all inclined 
to retract it: your Lordſhips know per- 
wie well, that I was not ſpeaking of the 
gentle- 


1 


| gentlemen who are deceaſed as private cha- 
racters. In that view I go along with the 
noble and learned Lord moſt ſincerely; but 
ſpeaking/of them as public men, I ſay their 
arrival in India was a public misfortune, 
and would to God they had net arrived 
there! If I wanted a convincing proof of 
the juſtice of my former ſentiments, the 
noble and learned Lord has given me one. 
He tells your Lordſhips that theſe gentle- 
men were ſent to India; and that Mr. 
Haſtings: and Mr, Barwell were aſſociated 
with them, becauſe it was neceflary to em- 
ploy ſome perſons of experience in the 
aged 6 s affairs. Theſe three gentle- 
1, by the learned Lord's confeffion, 
went out as a party from this country; and 
as a party they acted, from the very day, 
from the very hour of their landing in 
Bengal. It is the conſequences which re- 
ſulted from a ſyſtematie oppoſition to the 
government of Mr. Haſtings that I deplore. 
It was that ſyſtematie oppoſition which 
has prevented this country from benefiting, 
as it would otherwiſe have done, by the 
1 9 He 


1. %%% 

great and ſolendia talents of Mr. Heftinges 
and I am aſtoniſhed; nt the ſuperior mind 
even of that great 1 man, has been able to 
bear up againſt the. attempts of malice, 
party, and faction, ſo induſtriouſly excited 
to diſgrace him for the laſt eight years of 
his life. The noble and learned Lord de- 

i clares, that the merits and demerits of Mr. 
Haſtings are not to be included in the diſ- 
cCuſſion of the preſent bill. Good God, 
my Lords, what language is this? The 
learned Lord deſcribed the conſequences of 
various acts, of which Mr. Haſtings is {aid 
to be the author; and ſhall we ſhrink from, 
or blink the fair queſtion? Let Mr. Haſ- 
tings riſe or fall by his merits: it is im- 
poſſible to avoid a full diſcuſſion of his 
conduct, and of the Company's manage - 
ment. Has it yet been proved, my Lords, 
that diſorders of an alarming magnitude 
prevail in India? The Eaſt-India Company 
declare, that by the exertions of their ſer- 
vants abroad, and their Directors at home, 
they have repelled the efforts of all their 
enemies to ſubdue them; and that the cala- 
mities, 


E 


mities which bave happened, unfortunate 


and diſtreſſing as they are undoubtedly, are 
inſeparable from a ſtate of war. Shall we, 
my Lords, be borne down by the tide of 
faction, party, or ſelf-intereſt ?_ Let us 
firſt prove the extent of the evil, and then 
it will be time enough to conſider the na- 
ture of the mode propoſed for the preven- 
tion of ſuch an evil in future. I will not 
do fo great an injuſtice to the character of 


| the noble Duke, as to ſuppoſe, for a mo- 


ment, that his Grace is capable of adopting 


that line of conduct now, which he ſo ſe- 


verely reprobated in Miniſters on a former 


occaſion. Tbe noble Duke will, doubt- 


leſs, be deſirous of tranſmitting his name 
with honour to poſterity; and whatever 
may be the opinion of other noble Lords, 
bis Grace, I am ſure, will co-operate cor- 


_ dally 1 in giving the preſent ſubje& a ſull, 4 


as, and a free diſcuſſion. 


The Duke of Richmond, in very ſevere 
and pointed terms, condemned the preſent 
bill. His Grace contended that it was the 


"i unhappy 


t 26 
| unhappy interference of Miniſters which 
had produced the preſent miſchiefs. The 
Company, when left to itſelf, was great 
and flouriſhing ; and the advice he former- 
Iy gave regarding the curſed' American war, 
he would give upon the preſent meaſure- 
Begin by undoing all you have done, aun 
leave the Company to themſelves. His 
Grace then lamented the fatal Coalition 
which had taken place ſome months ago — 
To that he attributed the preſent unconfti- 
tutional meaſure — That baneful Coalition, | 
he faid, had induced many very worthy 
men to believe that there was not a grain 
of public virtue in the nation; and ſurely 
the preſent meaſure would tend met ſtrong- 
1y to confirm that opinion. His Grace then 
ad verted to the line which the Duke of 
Portland had taken in 1773, when a mea- 
ſure of a very inferior degree of atrocity 
indeed was propoſed by the Miniſters of 
that day. How was it poffible he could ſup- 
port ſuch a meaſure without a ſaerifice of 
every principle he had formerly profeſſed? 


One of cheſe three conſequences muſt reſult, 
| as 
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as his Graee obſerved, from the unnatural 
Coalition — The Duke of Portland muſt 
give up his principles to Lord North, or 
Lord N orth muſt yield his to the Duke of 
Portland, or both muſt ſacrifice their prin- 
ciples to their intereſt. His Grace profeſ- 
ſed his high opinion of the honour of the 
Duke of Portland; but he had been miſled 
and, deceived by his hireling dependants, 
otherwiſe it was impoſſible he could now 
ſupport a ſyſtem which he had formerly 
condemned i in ſuch firong terms, | # : 


The Duke of Portland roſe, and, with 
warmth and energy, denied that he had 
changed his principles; he ſtill adhered to 
them, and ſubſcribed moſt heartily to the 
ſentiments of the proteſts which he had 

ſigned in 1773. Circumſtances however 
bad changed — and the preſent bill was ne- 
ceſſary, in order to ſave the Eaſt-India 
Company and the nation from ruin — Such 
was the ſituation of the Company, that 
ſomething. muſt be done. He deſired the 
noble Duke, before he made ſuch reflec- 
E 2 tions 
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tions on his 3 to conſider ſeriouſly 
the ſtate of the country at the time the 


Coalition took place — What would have 


been the conſequence if that event bad not 


been brought about, no man een ven 


ture to 12 i e . 

be Duke of Richmond again ilk to 
1 to the obſervations of the noble Duke. 
He totally denied the exiſtence of ſuch a ne · 
ceſſity now, or, indeed, that ſuch a neeeſ- 
ſity ſhould ever exiſt, as would compel the 
Legiſlature of this country to deſtroy the 


rights of their fellow ſubjects without even 
an enquiry. He lamented that his Grace 


had” ſo entirely changed his principles. 
The Duke then read from a paper, the ſe- 
'veral motions which had been made for pa- 
pers by his Grace in the year 1973; and 


he proved that his Grace now held that 
language which he had formerly condemn- 


ed. A perufal of the proteſt which the 


Duke of Portland had formerly ſigned, was 
a pledge to poſterity of his principles. If 
"het now altered his Opn, poſterity would 


Judge 


\ 


FEW. 
judge of the motives for ſuch a conduct. 
The Duke of Richmond faid he gloried f in 
having ſigned that proteft: he ſaid he 
ſhould act with conſiſtency on this, and, he 
h hoped, on every other occaſion. The bane- 
ful ſyſtem which he had reprobated i in 1773, 
he ſhould firmly oppoſe i in 1783. For his 
part, he neither withed the Crown nor the 
Miniſter to poſſeſs the boundleſs patronage 
of the Eaſt: but of this he was ſure, that 
the preſent bill militated againſt every princi- 
ple of the Conſtitution. The arguments 
adduced, both within doors and without, to 
Juſtify the meaſure, were indeed moſt cu- 
rious; becauſe Lord North very unjuſti- 
Kab enjoyed a ſmall part of the patronage 
of the Eaft in ſecret, we will therefore give 
the Minifter the whole in the face of day. 
His Grace then went fully into Lord 
North's management of the Eaſt India 
Company, through his ſecretary, Mr. Ro- 
binſon: he ſaid, Lord North had nomi- 
| nated” Directors in many inſtances, and all 
the evil that bad happened was owing to 
his interference — That unhappy man, con- 
tinued 


1891 5 
tinued bis Grace, was ſurely born to be the | 
ruin of this country — To him we” owe 

the American war — To him we owe the 
misſortunes of the Eaſt-India Company — 
That Company was great and flouriſhing 
in 1773, when its conſtitution, was broke 
in upon — From that time the Miniſter 1 5 
reſponſible for all that has happened. Ad- 
mitting, with the learned Lord, (Lough- 
borough) that Mr. Haſtings has been cul- 
pable, how often and how earneſtly has he 
called upon Lord North to remove him, 
if he diſapproved of his conduct? Admit- 
ting, on the other hand, that Mr. Haſ- 
tings, under every obſtruction, has ſaved 

India, and tbat there is a fair proſpect of 

peace and tranquillity in our poſſeſſions. — 
Lord North is reſponfible for not having 
decided between the contending parties; ſo 
that in whatever light the ſubject is viewed, 

it is to a want of: vigour and; reſolution in 
the late Miniſter, and to a deſire of acqui- 

: Ting patronage without reſponſibility, that 
the misfortunes in India have been owing. 
* FO remedy, his Grace added, which 

5 ts promiſes 
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t 11 
promiſes to be ſucceſsful, is, to free the 
Company from the vexatious interference 
of Miniſters — To prevent their relations 
or their dependants from getting to India, 
and they will ſoon extricate themſelves from 
all er difficulties, 85 4 1 4 | 

Tbe Earl of Carlille N bela 
their Lordſhips to proceed on the impor- 
tant buſineſs of India, with as much ſpeed 
as poſſible. He deſcribed the diſtreſs of 
the Company at home, and the confuſſon 
that reigned abroad, nearly in the ſame 
terms with Lord Loughborough; and he 
_ expreſſed his firm conviction, that nothing 
but the interpoſition of Parliament could 
prevent this country from being deeply in- 
volved! in the ruin of the e . 


pany. 


Lord Sib orofefled. bis entire al. 
approbation of the principle of the bill. 
It went, his Lordſhip ſaid, to the erec- 
tion of an influence more dangerous than 
the influence of the Crown, and was di- 

rectly 
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reQly ſubverſive of the conſtitution. His 


Lordſhip then adverted to a very extraor- 
dinary language that had been uttered, that 


this bill had paſſed the Lower Houſe by a 


very great majority, and therefore it came 
with additional ftrength to their Lordſhips. 


He had ſpent the greateſt part of his life 


in the Lower Houſe, and no man held 
that Houſe in greater reſpect than he did; 
but he begged. their, Lordſhips to recollect, 


that meaſures which, 1n their conſequences, 


had. ruined this nation, were carried by 
a ſtill greater majority than the preſent, 


| He alluded to the progreſſive ſteps taken 


in ſupport of the curſed American war for 
two years and upwards. After dwelling 
upon this for ſome time, with great force 
of argument, his Lordſhip intreated the 


Houſe not to be led away by majorities in 


another Houſe, but to determine on the 
only ground on which a meaſure could 


ſurely be determined upon, its merits or 
demerits. | 


*a” 
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EE 
Lord Abingdon ſpoke next, in a ſtile of 
great warmth: he ſaid the bill deſerved 
every injurious epithet he could beſtow | 
upon it; that it was not only founded in 
injuſtice, and a public robbery, but a trea- 


ſonable bill, and whoever ſupported ſuch a 
bill, was guilty of treaſon to the conſtitu- 
tion. His Lordſhip was proceeding, when 
Lord Townſhend called him to order. 
Lord Abingdon contented himſelf with de- 
claring he was not diſorderly; and that if 
he was again called to order, he would 
move to read the proteſt igngg by the 
Duke of and eh in 1 773 3 


Rock „ hw 2 5 5 Gu 3 to 
pr eſent a petition from the Eaſt India Com- 


| pany. The petition Was brought up and 


read; and the Houſe adjourned t * 
5 * hour e 8 0 clock, . | 


th. * 


N 0 * A v, Decenter I 5, 


1 5 dies 0 "clock the Earl of Abing- 
don roſe, and obſerved that if the atten- 


F dance 


Ne 
dance of their Lordſhips had been tlien 
more numerous; be ſhould have ſubmitted 
to their conſideration ſome remarks and fub-· 
ſequent propoſitions relative io the Eaſt· In- 
dia bill, and other points of great impor- 
tance; but he muft beg leave to defer theſe. 
n eee _ become more filled. 
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ved when we are called upon not only by 
the voice of the nation, but by the peculiar 
characteriſtie of this Houſe, the feelings of 
our own honour, * t6 exerciſe that function 
which the Conffitution of the country Hath 
placed in us; Lmean, my Lords, that of 
holding between the King and people the 
balance of the State in the ſcale of its go- 
vernment; or, as Charles the Firſt uſed to 

expreſs it, « of being that excellent ſcreen 
betwoen the Prince and the people; o-affiit 
60h * the che gaekments afahe hither): 

mal . 1 


. 

It is therefore that I riſe, and before any 
Paten So Dr PR upon the bill that 
is mo before ub, for veſting the affairs 
af the Eaſt · India Saupe in the bands 
of certain Directors, to ttouble your Lord- 

_ hips with a very few. words, as introdue - 

_ -tory to a motion which I mean to have 
the bonour of ts to your Loo 
haps) en L BoQ4 ths ps. y0.. 


My Lards, the bill baſes 4 cc * 
£6 veſting the affairs of the Eaſt · India Com- 
118 pany in the hands of certain Directors, 
is; in a threefold manner, now under the 
contemplation of this Houſe; and it is ſo; 
my Lords, firſt, in addreſs and appeal to 
us in our legiſlati ve capacities, in common 
with the two other branches of the or 
One eo 5 1 „„ 1 


* 


Seal in 3 Os 3 to 11 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, or der- 
nier reſort of juſtice, diſtinct from the two 
other branches of the inme and ** 
; Petaling; to ourſelves. rn Longer” Lanhlen 
| F 2 "4 "ad 


1 * 1 


And, thirdly, my Lords; in that eapa⸗ 
- 7 itr that peculiar and diſtinguiſhed ca- 
pacity to which 1 have juſt alluded, the 
capacity of being the mediator between the 
King and the people, and of rendering juf- | 
tice to both, by oppoſing as well the en- 
eroachments of the Crown upon the liber- 
ties of the ſubject, as the eneroachments 
of the ſubject upon the juſt prerogative: of 
| the Crown. 


«i246 U 8 former, my Lords, our le- 
giſlative and judiciary capacities, and our 
duties therein upon this occaſion, I ſhall 
not now take up any of your Lordſhips' 
time, nor, I truſt, ſhall I have any future 
occaſion to do ſo; but it is to the third, 
our mediation: between the Crown and its 
ſubjects, grounded upon the preſent neceſ- 
ity of our interference, that at this mo- 
ment leads me to al for Oe wa 105 | 
attention. | | 


of the bill, my Lotds, 6 which I have 
1 your Lordſhips having read it, it 
tee ; „„ is 


f. 


t 


= — for me to enter into the de- 
© tail of its particulars; indeed it is not the 
time for me to do ſo, and I muſt again 
hope, that that time will never arrive. 
But it is to its principle that I am now to 
look; and, in ſo doing, enough and enough 
remains to occupy the deepeſt and moſt ſo- 
lemn reflections of this Houſe; for, in this 
view of the bill, what is it that your Lord- 
ſhips have to ſee, hut a bill that has for its 
ſubject· matter, propoſitions as fatal to the 
_ juſt /prerogative of the Crown, by their 
adoption, as by their effects they will be 
found ruinous to, and ſubverſive of the 
rights, liberties, and properties of the ſub- 
ject. Propoſitions, as unique in them- 
ſelves, as they are unmatched in the annals 
of our hiſtory. © Propoſitions, big with 
ambition, with ambition no leſs violent 
than that which filled the mind of Crom- 
well, and brought the head of Charles the 
Firſt to the block. No leſs violent did I 
ſay, my Lords? Ten times more violent, 
more daring, more enterprifing ! For, in 

5 the caſe of that Cromwell, he had ſome 
1 ground 


upon, bat arguments to offer, h 


40 offer, he bad eee e 5 +" 


vat leaſt, that plea of tyrants, the plea of 
.peceſfity for what he did; for, in the words 
f Lord Bolingbroke, he had this to ſay, 


either that Charles the Firſt muſt loſe 


If; wo n or ten loſe its dee 


i 211 f IG 5015 


2 8 in «heibaſe of the 3 of this 


| bil, What has he to urge for that which 


he has done? What ground has he to ſtand 


t rea- 
ſons to aſſign, what plea of neceſſity to 


ſtate? A plea of neceſſity, it. is true, he had: 
he ſtated to the Houſe of Commons, that 
the Eaſt-India Company was bankrupt; it 
- was falſe in ſtatement, it was falſe in proof. 
But I admit the truth of both; and yet, 

hence aroſe the neceſſity of ſubverting the 
conſtitution of this country, by placing the 
exeentive power of Government in the 
hands of a mountebank Secretary of State? | 


A Secretary of State who does not ſhrink 
back from declaring, that he is not the 
_— 's Miniſter, but the Miniſter of the 
Feorte; . 


* 


„ ͤð wðl NS 
People # who glories in the diſtinctlon, 
ho fortifies himſelF under it in the Houle | 
in which he acts. And yet, my Lords, no 
more the Miniſter of the People, than I 
the friend of his politics. The Miniſter, 
it is true, of a corrupt majority! of the 
Houſe of Commons, where” the people 
now are, as he fays; but not the Miniſter 
of the People, as when mounted on his 
ſtage at denen n in W 
fer- Fal. i ar ien F” ford 


| But, I ſay, my ne 1 * this 
neceſſity of this ſubverſion of the Conſti- 
tution? Whence aroſe the neceſſity of 
erecting a new power in the State - a mid- 
de power between the King and people, on 
the one hand holding the King in chains, 

and on the other ruling the people, through 

the medium of a corrupt majority in Par- 
liament, with 'a rod of iron? And yet, 
my Lords, this is the propoſition in totidem 
| verbit: a propoſition 'to wreft the reins of 
Government out of the hands of the execu- 
tive power, . to place it in the hands of 
Aa ſelf · 


b 


8 4 | 
4 ſelf-created 1 ſupported by a 


therefore no leſs injurious to the people, 
than at the ſame time furniſhing the moſt 


direct attack upon Majeſty that the annals | 


of our hiſtory afford; a propoſition, as 1 
have ſaid, more daring even than that 
which brought the head of Charles the 
Firſt to the block, becauſe leſs founded: a 
propoſition of ambition no leſs glaring, 


but, I truſt, my Lords, leſs dor be. 


it 1s ours to 1h Re 


But, my Cds, it bo had ſaid of: this 


bill, on the one fide, that it will increaſe 
the influence of the Crown; and it has 
been cunningly and craftily not denied on 


the other. But this is hot the truth, my 


Lords; I deny the fact; the reverſe is the 


truth. This bill is not to increaſe the in- 


fluence of the Crown; it is to deſtroy it. 
It i is, I admit, to obtain an influence; but 
an influence as poiſonous to the juſt influ- 
ence and legal prerogative of the Crown, 


as it is deadly to the: rights and liberties of 


the. peopte, L : 
nc 


| factious and deſperate cabal; a propoſition. 


} 


L 1 


ink * I fay. this, my 1 let it - 
na be, thought that 1 ſpeak raſhly and uns. 
adviſedly upon the ſubject, that I talk with». 
aut book, that I reaſon without my det 
that I am unſupported in what I ſay; I 
ſpeak, my Lords, to the ſenſe and kænow- 
ledge of the Houſe; 1 bi my Lords, that 
to pull down the influence of the Crown: 
has been the long unremitting endeavours 
of the Miniſter of the people and his Whig 
connections, as they are called, (for of his, 
Tory coalition I ſhall preſently ſpeak) the 
Houſe wants no information. The facts of 
this ſpeak for themſelves. . We have, ſeen 
bills of Reform upon bills of Reform to this 
end pafſing into acts of the Legiſlature; 
bills taking away from the ſplendour of the 
Crown, no leſs neceſſary to Majeſty than | 
the birthright of the Prince; bills meanly, 
and jgnominjouſly deſcending i into.the very 
, kitchen and cellar of the King, there to 
retrench and deprive his Majeſty of the 
very comforts and proviſiqns of his table. 
Can it then, my Lords, eyen in ſuppoſition, 
be thought, that thoſe who bave done this, 5 


8 can 


1 9 


Lan noch have any view 0 intention to 


throw the wealth of the Eaft into t 
of the Throne ? No; my Lords; - the very ; 


ſuppoſition is abſurdity itſelf : beſides, the 
bill ſtates the contrary. For four years 


certain, the Crown has nothing to do with 
it; and give me a leaſe for four years of 


ſiuch means of corruption as theſe are, and 
* tft be, what the Miniſter of the peo- 
Ple is not, a very filly fellow indeed, if I 
don't Purchaſe a a ee n in 19 rene 
for eber after. | 


10 £315 3551 


Ve But this is not a1; 7 7 . for let us 
100k for demonſtration upon this ſubject to 


. * # 


W's tenets and principles of this party of 


mien. And in doing this, let us look to 
_ their creed, in a well⸗ Known publication of 


theits,” called * Thoughts on the preſent 


DPifcontenits;” and then look to their prac- 
ice upon that creed. Lock to their creed, 
and there you will find, that Whllſt ! it pulls 


the Tflubnte | of the Crown down to the 


. it ſets up another influence ten 
ES More 9 ten times more de- 


* 
#7 
A 


of FE, ſtructive 


5 


D 


5 


Itrudive to the” conſtitution. The influ- 
ence of an Ariftocracy, or to expreſs it in 
their own words, the influence of connec- 
tion; and of which this creed ſpeaking, 
fays, | © In one of the moſt fortunate peri- 
« ods of our hiſtory, this country was go- 
7 8 verned by a connection; I mean the 
bs great connection of Whigs i in the reign | 
3 of Queen Anne,” Sucb is this influence, 


my Lords. The influence of an Oligar- 


_chical j Junto in the two Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, holding, as 1 have aid, the King 
captive in the one hand, and with the other 
ruling the people, not by the fundamental 
laws of the land, but after the manner of 
this bill, by laws « of mere political diſ- 
60 eretion only,“ ; and ſubverſive of their 


% E# 


rights, en. and Properties. i 44 IEG 


But, my NY let us now 160k to 


their practice upon this creed ; and here, I 

am aware, I am anticipated by the Houle, 

and that the day which ſtains, and will 
. continue everlaſtingly to ſtain the journals 


of Parliament, mean che 17th oe. of 
ee, © es Feb- 


K . T- 


F cbruary laſt, is s uppermott i in i the thoughts, 
and preſent to the minds of every one of 
your Lordſhips. | A day of connection, my 
Lords, a day, when by an infamous and. 
wicked connection of principles, not the 
connection of idem ſentire de republic, 5 
which alone is. or can be the baſis bf all 
well intentioned political union, but of the 
moſt, jarring faftions, a connection Which 
one might have thought no chemiſtry either 
on earth or in heaven could ever have 
brought together: L fay, my Lords, a day 
when his Majeſty | was befieged i in his Cabi- 
net; when he was told the appointment of 
his own domeſtic ſervants did not he in 
him; when his Majeſty reſiſted; but when 
after a ſix - weeks reſiſtance, with a fortitude 5 
of mind that will add luftre to his reign, 


he fella vidim to this conneftion. | 


"And thys my. "Lands. has the theory & . 5 
theſe politics been now reduced to practice; 8 
for {ſuch have been the effects of this con- 
nection, which 1 is now ſought by this bill. 


Not, the influence of. the King's Miniſter - 
for 


— 


8 5 1. 


8 5 the King, but of the King" 8 Miniſter 
againſt the King. Ok the King 8 Minister, 
Who, if this bill paſſes, may ſay to the 
King. 1 am the Miniſter of this country, 
and let my conduct be what it will, let my 
inſults to you be what they may, it is not 
in your power, it is what you dare not do, 
it is not for you | to remove me, 3 


: # x # : . 
* "IE: 4 I 4 ; 1 — 3 | Ys ve - . * * 4 


But, my Weg that I may treſpaſs no 
1 5 on the time and patience of the 
Houſe, the motion which 4 ſhall have the 
honour to ſubmit | to your Lordlhips i is 


this : — — : ; 
5 p g. . EY A 4 7 ; * iy * - P ; . *X . * $- 11 3 £ 
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That the Ia m be ſummoned to 
attend this Houfe, in order to give their 
advice in point of law, upon the bill now 
depending in- Parliament for veſting the 
affairs of the Eaſt- India Company in the | 
hands of - certain Directors,“ &. 9 


And 1 deg” my Lords, whilſt, as the 
ground of this motion, I take the 115 
berty of Rating to * Denn the 


queries, 


8 te J. 
queries, which bs neceſſary to m y inforttias 


tion atleaſt) I ſhall propound to the Judges 
for their counſel and advice; ſo by this | 


| motion, will an opportunity be afforded to 
.the Houſe, of baying any other difficulties 
refolved i in point of law, which may occur 
* any other ene of your hora 


3 8 4 
1 


VM Lords, 2% query is this: 


by "the commiſſion, as ſet up in 
; the bill for 2 5 the affairs of the Eaft- 
India Company in the bands of certain 
directors, an executive power be not thereby 5 
_ inſtituted, new in the government, and un- 
. Sunne the conſtitution of the country; 
and whether that executive power be not 
as well derogatory to the Crown, and hurt- 


ful to the juſt, legal, and royal prerogative 


of the King, as dangerous to the rights, 


: en. and e of the . 


© Nom, my "oY in putting this query . 
1 to the Judges, 1 find myſelf no leſs upheld 


therein by the ſpirit of the conſtitution, 


than | 


— —-— 


7 ] 
than confirmed by the letter of che law 1 
by the ſpirit of the conſtitution, my Lords, 
As handed down to us by the very inge 
nious and learned" author of the ſpirit of 
laws; who, ſpeaking of the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution, fays that the executive power 
ought to be in the hands of a monarch: 
| becauſe this branch of government, Which 
has always need of expedition, is better 
adminiftered by one than by many: ; whereas 
whatever depends on the legiſlative power 
is "oftentimes better regulated by many 
than by a fingle perfon. Again: But if 
there was no monarch, ſays he, and the 
executive power Was committed to a 
certain number of perſons ſelected from 
the legiſlative body, there would be an end 
of liberty; by reaſon the two powers would 
be united, as the ſame perſons would actu- 
ally ſometimes have, and would mortover 
be always able to have, a ſhare in both. 
And as confirmed by the letter of the law, 
in as much as, by the ſtatute of the -r6th 


"2 of Charles I. ch. 1, a power being lodged 


2 FOR we" Chancellor un caſe of the King's de- x 
| "_ 


* 
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inconfiſtent with it. 


M SY 


fault): to call Parliaments; and if he failed, 
then in the Peers, or any twelve of Wy, 
and. af they failed, then in the Sheriffs; it 
was ſaid by the Judges of thoſe days, that 
tbis was a direct breach of the original con- 
ſtitution; for it introduced into the monar- 
chy a kind of republic, by ſetting up a 
ſupteme power, beſides the regal power, and 
. Of the ſtatute too of 
the 15th ef Charles I. chap. 5, whereby it 
was enacted, that that Parliament then ſitting, 
ſhould not be, diflolved, prorogued, or ad- 


FJoutned but by Act of Parliament, it was, 


ſaid, that this was another breach of that | 
conſtitution, ,. which had originally efta-, 


bliſned the King's prerogative in that par- 
3 Hcular; and therefore theſe two acts e 5 


a 20 in the next eien, e 


- The cond a query is, 


"Whether NY N creative aa of 


ö . any charter of incorporation is not veſted 


in the King by. virtue of his royal preroga- 
fire? And if e Whether by the forfei- 


* 55 ture 


| 


n 4 


F 


ture or diſſolution of ſuch charter; its fran 
chiſes ate not revertible to the Crown, in 
order to be re: granted by the King if ne- 
5 eeſſary? And if ſo, Whether the commiſ- 
ſion of Directors appomted by this bill be 
not an encroachment upon the Ne me 
ny of the Crown T= al. or et 


25 wa Hed 


8 h William Habs 3 * the I 
ereQing of corporations by the King, as the 
fountain of privilege; ſays, I now. only 
mention them incidently, in order to remark 
the King's prerogative in making them; 
which is grounded upon this foundation, 
that the King having the ſole adminiſtration 
of the government in his hands, is the beſt 
and the only judge, in what capacities, with 
what privileges, and under what difiindtions 
his eople are the beſt. e to ſerves 
and; to act 6 10 him,” 0 
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| Whethee: clan E the el 
of this Houſe, the disfranchiſing of 
8 in H 2 
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(al. 


a corporation of ſuch magnitude as that of 
the Eaſt- India Company, the reaſons of, 
ſuch disfranchifſement ought not to be pro- 
ved and ſüpported at the bar of the Houſe 
by the ſtrongeſt and moſt entire evidence? 


Or; Whether conſiſtently with the duty f 


this Houſe to the King, as the hereditary 
Counſellors of the Crown, a bill creative of 
a new executive power, in violation of the 
royal prerogative, ought not to be rejected 
in limine upon its principle, and without 
even into the tneriy'of „ 


RF 3 
5 N „ 44 
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Lords, when Charles u. and James 
1. ſeixed upon the charters, which ' they 
did for the purpoſes of the ſtate, as they aid, 
5 although, fays Sir William Blackftone, the 
proceedings i in moſt of them were ſofficiently 
regular, it gave great and Juſt offence: But 
it ſeems Charles James Fox tan now of 
himſelf attempt what thoſe tyrants, neither 
Charles nor James Stuart put together dared 
to do, ze upon charters by force and 
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© Whether 4 This vill ſhould aſk. — 7 
Houſes. of. Parliament, encroaching as it 
does upon the undoubted prerogative of the 
Crown, it be not a right inherent in the 
King, as well as a duty which he owes to 
the country in preſervation of. the conftitu- 
tion, to But: his WE pen ſuch bill? 
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Baron ee "wag «. e 
| power ought to have a ſhare. in the legiſla- 
ture by the power of rejecting, atherwiſe 
it would be ſoon {tripped of its prerogative. 
But ſhould the legiſlative power uſurp a 
| ſhare of the exgutive, the latter would be 
equally. undone.” . Again, if the Prince,” 
ſays he, “ were to have a "ſhare in the legiſ· 
1 lature by the power of reſolving, liberty 
would be loſt. But as it is, neceſſary he 
g ſhould have a ſhare. in the legiſlature for the 
ſupport of his own, prerogative, this ſhare 
maſt, conſiſt in the power of rejecting.“ 
Sir William Blackſtone, too, ſays, ** the 
King is a conftituent part of the ſupreme 
555 1 | legiſlative 
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| ſegiſlative power; and, as ſuch, has the pre- 


rogative of rejecting ſuch proviſions i in Par- 


liament, as he judges improper to be paſ- 


ſ. d“ He ſays, too, ſpeaking of the. en- 
erbachment of be legiſlative upon the 


exce ative power: Thus the long Parlia- 


ment of Cliables e while! it acted in a con 
ſtitutional manner with the royal coneur- 
rence, redreſſed ninny beavy grievances, and 


eſtabliſhed many ſalutary laws: But When 


the two Houſes aſſumed the power of legiſ- 
lation, in excluſion of the royal authority, 
they ſoon after aſſumed likewiſe the reins of 


_ adminiftration ; and in conſequence of theſe 
united powers, overturned both church and 


Kate, and eftabliſhed a worſe naps - 
this wy my Jens to Kr 7 


\ 


"Mila now, my Lords, theſe hides: the 
queries which it is my intention to ſubmit _ 
to the opinion of the judges, together with 
my reaſons for theſe queries, 1 ſhall now 


beg leave to add one reaſon more for the 


motion itſelf, of calling for the advice of 
the Judges ypon this occaſion ; and it is 
DS.» this, 


1 


this, FOE as if the opinion of the judges; 
bad been taken upon the queſtion of the 
American war, before it was entered into, 
| that is, whether the Parliament of England 
had a right to levy taxes internally on 


America. America not bein af repreſented, | 


in the Parliament of England, that country. 
might at this time have been à part of 
the Britiſh: empire; ſo upon the ſame ground 


am I perſuaded that the putting of theſe 
queſtions to the judges now, may be the 


means of ſaving the Eaſt Indies to this 
country: For, my Lords, is it to be ſup- 
poſed, that the ſervants of the Eaſt-India 
Company in India, connected as they are 
in the intereſt with the Company here, 
together with Mr. Haſtings, at the bead of 
an hundred thouſand men there, will quietly 
deliver up thoſe poſſeſſions, when by that 
delivery, they know that they are them- 
ſelves to be diſplaced, to make room for 


others; and if not diſplaced, that they will 


have members of Parliament, and members 
of Parliament's ſons and kindred riding 
upon them four and five deep, and n 


ppon 


1 
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pen their |emoluments, ; bo mas without 
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| Sai now, my ned 1 hacks . aſks 
ing pardon of the Houſe for this long treſ- 
paſs" on their patience, and, whilſt fitting 
down; not doubting but that your| Lord- 
ſhips will think that a monopoly of power, 
uch as this bill requires, is not only unfit, 
under any "circumſtances whatever; to be 
had, but that if it were fit, to place it in 
the hands of him who ſeeks it, would be as 
unſafe for, as dangerous to the conſtitution 
of the country, I ſhall hope that the motion 
- which 1 ſhall now have the honour to ſub- 
mit to the Houſe, will meet wich eee 
enn oe n e e 00 A w ee 

1 ger; 1 of! the en One <= 
verd. Oey god N Ow introduced, 

prey 0 Son ht 240.09 257; 

3 Derby Wack ww called! the wt 
1 to order. He ſaid it was unuſual to 
introduce the name of a member of the 


1 e of ä into a debate. 
13 | e Wben 
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ben we, Orcer of the Day: vas callec 
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Fir rang = en „Lordſhips to a. petition, 
which he preſented. from the city of Lon- 
don. It was conceived, his Grace obſerved, 
under the greateſt apprebenſions for. theit 
franchiſes, and expreſſed in very ſtrong lan- 
guage. He therefore thought it thouſg be 
read. It was read area. 830, ine: 
o ii i be 023.4190 0 

nk bes of the Petition e That 
a bil pending before their Lordſhips, threat 
ened an extinction of their privileges, held 
up an awful precedent of violated charters, 
and, by alming at the confiſcation of 
publie, menanced every ſpecies of private 
property. It therefore prayed, that ſueh a 
bill might not paſs into a law; that their 
Lordſhips would interfere and ſave them 
from the graſp of power, which, in this 
andes 2 to, thew fo 8 


* P T * - 
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. Sa ot Mancbeſter „le ed 
with ſome of the expreſſions in this petition- 
They ſounded harſh to his ear; they were. 
in his mind, viblent; and not Tatficiently 
guarded: q and decent for the obeaſton He 
migh, however, have miſtaken the! literal 
Phraſeology. It ſeemed to bim a very 
ſtrong accufition of the other Houſe, and he 
Was not ſure How far it became one brauch 
of the Legillature to ſuffer an arraign⸗ 
ment of another at their Bar. 'He-wiſhed, 
for theſe reaſons, to read the petition to 
their Lotdihips, and was ſorry on having 
done To?” to ee . exceptions > "fo. well 
founded. 83 93 A Si nin as boa: 
7-10 321%. „„ Gf 
be Duke of Richinond was oth hos 2 
; priſed to hear ſuch a language from his 
: Grace for the very words uſed by the city 
of London on this occaſion, were to be 
found in a proteſt on their Lordſhips Jour- 
nals, ſigned by the names of Rockingham 
| and Portland; and he little expected to hear 
their mode of expreſſion cenſured from fuch 


a quarter. The petitions from America 
72 1 had 
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nac been rejected on ſimilar grounds. Be- Be- 
ſides, - was it not the conſtitgtien of this 
country, that ſubjects had a right to peti- 
tion againſt whateyer they conſidered as a 
grie vance? No matter, ſaid his Grace, | 
who your petitioners are, whether corpo- 
rate or not, or againſt whom they com- 
plain, whether againſt the Miniſter or the 
Houſe of Commons; the laws of the. land 
give them a right to ſtate their grievances 
to: your Lordſhips; and your TordGhips 
Will not accommodate your deciſions ac» 

cording to the fundamental prineiples of the 
conftitution, if you 8 not give chem a 
hearing: 1 51 Bt 1 


The Duke of Mendiabar ſaid the noble 
Duke certainly knew him too well to need 
any explanation of his principles, or to 

doubt of his con viction concerning. the 
people's right to petition Parliament. Nor 

had he intimated any other objection than 
What was ſuggeſted, not by the matter but 

by the manner of it. The noble Duke 

had alſo miſtated the argument on n which 
1 the 


the Art Peiltibg Was "thrown out. 
For the Miniſtry of that day inſiſted” againſt 5 
admitting the petition, only becauſe no 
Lord would pledge himſelf to the Houſe, 
that it allowed the right of taxation to the 
Britiſh Parliament. His Grace, however, 
did not chuſe to inſiſt on the validity of his 
objection, and che en was ordered to 
nie Un rhe table. | 5 Sie 2h 1 


l * £ L Pe 
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be Order bf the bay was thes called 
EY and Mr, Rous and Mr. Dallas ap- 
peared as Counſel for the Eaſt-India Com- 
pay; Mr. Hardinge and Mr. Plomer as 
Counſel for the Directors. 5 


ü Mr. Rous opened the cauſe of his dients 
in a very maſterly manner. He ſtated, in 
very warm and expreſſive language, the 
enormity and the injuſtice of the preſent 
bill. He obſerved that as there was no 
the cific charge brought againſt his confti- 
tuents, he would be under the neceflity of 
_ proving. their merits with the public by 
Evidence at the Bar of the Houſe, and to 


ry 5 provę 


„„ : | }, 
prove the actual fituacion of India, by the | 
laſt advices. Under the firſt head, Mr. 
Rous ſtated, that the additional cuſtoms 
| paid by. the -Eaſt- India Company, for fifteen 
years, were the acquitments of the Dewan- 
nee, and exceeded the ſum of the fifteen years 
antecedent to that period, in the ſam of 
five millions ſterling. That the ſum paid | 
by the Company to the public, as their 
participation of the territorial revenues, 
Wag three millions ſterling; ſo in fact the 
Company Was, to this moment, a conſi- 
derable loſer by the territorial acquiſitions, 
though the nation had been a gainer, for 
the ſums expended by the Company in ae- 
quiring thoſe revenues, exceeded their re- 
ceipts in the ſum of five millions and up- 
wards. But the acquiſition of the Dewan- 
nee had, in every point of view, been a 
moſt important object to the Britiſh nation- 
Mr. Rous then ſtated, that the exports 
5 this country ſince the territorial ac- 
quiſitions, had amounted laſt June to 
about five hundred thouſand pounds. He: - 
next remarked upon the Nouriſhing, ſtate 
1 12 „ 
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of the Company 8 "credit, and laid, that ff 
Parliament would give them leave to bor- 
_ row, their debt to che ſtate wWolld inſtant⸗ 
1 be patd: off. The etedit of the Com- 
pariy could only be deſtroyed dy the paffing 


o the prefent bill. Mr. Rons then fald he: 
would bring evidence to prove, that in 


Bengal, Bahar, Benares, and Oude, ve 


enjoyed profound Peace, + fm govern- 
ment, an enereaſin rebenue, and bad ef- 
fected a reductiofr of expences. The 
| Carnatic was evacuated. OT” account o 
the peace had arrived in India, and all 
| hoſtilities had ceaſed heb us and the 
French. That peace was concluded on 
ſuch terms with the Marattas'as muſt make 
it laſting; and fuch' was Tippoc Saib's ſi- 
tuation, that he had wndoubredly "made 
| peace” with us, under the terms of the 


Sixteenth Article of the Treaty of Peace. 


Of this Mr. Rons faid he was ſo confident, 
that he would forfeit bis head if it was not 
tte caſe. After dwelling very fully on 
theſe ſeveral 06-494 Mr. Rous proceeded to to 
"call in ' witnefles, * Ae era 


+ : 
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be evidence continued for ſeveral hours 
_— charters, acts of Parliament, gtants, 


and other authentic documents of the Com- 


pany's tenure and ſtate, were read. The 
evidence Was clafſed under feparate heads, 
and'evidenice,” written and oral, brought to 


each point. When the Counſel came to | 
propofe, to prove that e Was reſtores | 


| n ne, ib Ir e dent en 
„ | ; 
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9 Ebel L bugkberbugb roſe ad faid, A 
was perfectly ſatisfied that their Lordfhips 
would agree with him, that much of the 
evidence which had been exhibited,” was at 
leaſt irrelative and unapplicable to the na- 
ture and tendency of the bill now under 
the confideration of the Houſe. The whole 
biſtory of the Company's eſtabl iſnment had 
come to their Lordſhips knowledge under 


the ſhape of evidence. But how would 


ſuch a complicated narrative make againſt 
the plati for re- eſtabliſhing the intereſts of 
the Company on 4 new and permanent 
foundation? What was proved by that 


8 ſtatement which their Lordſhips did not al- 


4 | IN | ready 


Ms 
* 
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ready know, or about -which: one noble 
Lord in, the Houſe entertained a fingle 
| doubt? Was any friend of this meaſure; in- 
clined to. call in queſtion the Company's 
| right to tbeir territorial poſſeſſions in In- 
| dia? To. what purpoſe then detain their 
Lordſhips with a detail of their chartered 
rights, and the variety of grants obtained 
| by them from ſeveral Indian powers? Sure- 
iy there was but little information in all 
this; and whatever it was, the Houſe ſeem- 
| ed but little diſpoſed to be benefited by it. 
Still the ſpecies of evidence on which Coun- 
| ſel were now entering, ſeemed leaſt of all 
adapted to the buſineſs before the Houſe. 
For What had the queſtion in iſſue to do 
1 with the news of a peace eſtabliſhment in 
the Carnatic? It as, in his opinion, per- 
feQly 1 unnatural to the, bill, whether there 
were peace or war. It did not depend on 
the preſeut, but the paſt. It was not ſo 
much what the Company is, as what the 
Company has done, that furniſhed a plea 
for ſuch a bill, which therefore, if proper - 
1 nne. could. not: be affeQed, by any 
. RP 4 ſituation 
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t 3 


Bidatide' of their affairs, however promiſing 
or proſperous. He had long waited for the 
diſcretion of Counſel ;- but it did not ap- 
pear, that they ſeemed inclined to eome to 


an * . a on their evidence. 10 
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q * 15 E 
wt 


From theſs nlieancns; het was atis. 
fled the very odd arrangement of evidence 
which the Counſel for the Company had 
thus ſubmitted to their Lordſhips attention, 
could ſerve no other purpoſe on earth than 


to protract the buſineſs now under diſcuſſion. 


And his Lordſhip begged leave to remind 
their Lordſhips, that the time of the bill 


Was very precious, w whether it ſucceeded or 


not. From the diſpatehes that might natu- 
rally be expected to have been ſent, the minds 
of the people in the Indies would be full 
of ſuſpenſe. N othing would be done till 
the plan under contemplation of Parliament 

was either authenticated or rejected- An 
end, we might well ſuppoſe, would for the 
preſent be put to every kind of buſineſs 
but he underftood from rumour, nay, he 
5 had been informed ſo fince he came into the 
Lane * 
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e to proceed. ſe. wh 
to oppoſe the bill, ret 8 were reſolved 


7 1 « T 
Houſe, that Counſel had directions to pro 
tract this bill as much as poffible. pon 
this principle it was, then, that he objectes 
to their being allowed to take up any more 
of their Lordſhips' time; for what they 


proved, had nothing at all to do with the 
bill t as far as he could judge, what they 
were about to prove, was of as little con- 
ſequence ; they had already been indulged 


th, and he had waited, ex- 


to a great lenę 


pecting their own underſtanding would 


make them draw to a concluſion; inſtead 


5 of which, he perceived, the more they were 


indulged, the groom lengths they were de- 
- Thoſe who meant 


to protra& it as long as poſſible: but he 

called upon their Lordſhips to remember the 

neceſſity of paſſing it immediately, if it was 

paſſed at all; for every gentleman knew, 

that to procure. a quick paſſage to India, 

they muſt ſail by the beginning of February 

at the fartheſt; we were now far advanced 

in December, and ſhould it be much longer 

cv it n * impoibble. for gentle- 
14 men., 


1 5 1 
men who might be appointed to 80 6 out, in 


conſequence of another bill Which was to 


IL 4408 


bg brought up 5 to their Lordſhips, to get 
themſelves ready in time. It appeared, as 
agreed on all hands, that ſome regulations 


ought, to be adopted, and this appeared to 
him, as it had been framed with the great- 


elt care and attention, as fully adequate 


to the taſk. Time preſſed for its deter- 
minatien; and therefore he truſted, that 
theſe poor attempts to procraſtinate the bu- | 
ſineſs, would be treated by their Lordſhips 
as, they merited: in confidence of which, 
i doubted not they would reftrain Coun- 
el from entering into a large field of exa- 
mination and inveſtigation, that could not 
poſſibly tend to any other end than to de- 
lay and protract the reading of the bill. 

He therefore conjured their Lordſhips to 


reftriet, the evidence before them to the 


point to be agitated ; and for this purpoſe 
be would move, . that the Counſel at the 
bar be reſtrained from addueing the evi- 


dence of A Peace I eoneluded 3 in 0 
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Lord Phurlow Ailfered entirely With 
tbe learned Lord, reſpecting the evidence 
chat had already been produced. He con- 
ceived the Counſel 120 acted with the 

greateſt propriety; their clients had em- 
Need them, to do what? — = only to teil- 

cue them from a general imputation lald 
b them in the bill, for it brought no 
ſpecific charge. How was it poſſible for 
them to defend themſelves, plete than | 
by producing, i in the firſt inftance, authen- 
tic documents to their right, and aſter- 
wards, by a fair ſtatement of their tranſac- | 
tions and circumſtances, to · prove they bad | 
not abuſed that right. He agreed with the. 
learned Lord, that ſome part of the evidence 
which had been produced at the bar might 
as well have been omitted ; but he was Hs 
from 14 ing, That held good with regard. 
to the Apatches that were to prove that 
peace was eſtabliſhed") in India and for this 
plain reaſon - — the preapible of the pill 6 
ſtated, that by the miſmanagement of the 
Company, they had brought "themſelves 
Almoſt t to a bankrupt ſtate, and that it re- 
. quired. 


1 67 1 
quired the immediate interpoſition of Go- 
vernment to ſave them from ruin. Now 
if they could adduce evidence to proye they 
| bad not miſmanaged, but that their finances 
here were not deſpicable, and tbeir ſituation 
abroad in a flouriſhing ſtate, ſurely the 
preamble of the bill could not be founded 
in fact, and that plea of neceſſity, which 
| had been ſo ftrenuouſly dwelt upon, did 
vot exiſt, for then there could be no neceſ- 
ſity for this meaſure. Ay, but then, lays 
the learned Lord, if the bill does not paſs 
immediately, which is ſolely for the regu- 


lation of the Company s affairs at home, it 


will totally prevent, gentlemen from. ſailing 
in eee time to take upon them their ap- 

ntments in India. What advantage 
was intended by that argument, he was 
entirely at a loſs to comprehend : but even 
admitting the Company were actually the 
culprits. they were ſaid to be, would their 
Lordſhips have it recorded i in their Jour- 
nals, that they had refuſed to give them an 
| Je pen to eſtabliſh their. innocence ? 
Wal * be Vid, that the conſtitution of 
ps K 2 | this 
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this | country allowed as an nividual, where 
his property was concerned, to appear by 
counſel at the bar of that Houſe, and give- 
his reaſons why they ſhould | not proceed, 
and yet, when an act was. brought i in to 
deprive a corporate body of their charter, 
and to inveſt their property in the hands of 
ſtrangers, their Counſel ſhould be checked, 
and reftrained from producing that evidehce 
which, in all likelihood, would prove. their 
affairs \ were in ſo excelent ; a train, that it 
would not be i in the. power of miſmanage- 
ö ment, in the power of whoever this bill 
might appoint, to put them in diſorder. 
Tt the learned Lord had thought the Coun- 


Wl 155 were guilty. of miſ-{pending their Lord- 


ſhips” t time, why did he not ſtate his ſuſpi le 
cions ſooner? Why did he leave it Ein 
peace was. mentioned, and proofs were of- 
fered of i its being ratified, with the authori- 
ties, and that hoſtilities were ceaſed ; in the 

Carnatic? Theſe were eireumſtances that 
would not, molt certainly, act very forcibly 


in crimivating the Company for miſma - 


* or for having brought them 
ſelves 


1 

ſelves on the verge of ruin; perhaps it was 

upon this principle they had been objected 

to. When parties were admitted to the 

bar of that Houſe, their caſe would be pe- 

culiarly bard, if any noble Lord could get 

up and reſtrain the Counſel from what 

_ might very likely be the moſt material 

part of his evidence. Could ſuch a mea- | 5 

ſure be called juſtice? If not, ſhould . | 
N 


| be ſaid, that the firſt court of judicature in 
this kingdom gave ſanction to it? He truſt- 
ed not. The people's rights ought to be 
held ſacred; and it would be highly fub- 
verſive of thoſe rights, in his opinion, to 
puniſh where no delinquency was proved; 
EE. cenſüre where every approbation was 
due. The buſineſs before your Lordſhips 
is of ſuch a complicated and critical de- 
ſeription, that every ſpecies of information 
will be found indiſpenſable to aà fair and 
| - candid apprehenſion of it. And inſtead of 
blaming Counſel for giving you too much,, 
your Lordſbips ought" to thank them for 
the pains they have taken to contract it 


. Jato a proper form,” and preſent! it at your 
Lord 


4 
Ree Lordſhips' bar under a clear and connected 
point of view. They might, inſtead of a 
few papers, not tedious or complicated, 
they might have. infiſted on reading five 
hundred volumes: this, however, they 
have relinquiſhed for fuch an abſtract of 
the-whole, as may not interfere either with 
the patience or the ordinary mode of the 
| Houſe. - The learned Lord had dwelt + 
much upon the idea, that it was a wiſh 
with ſome perſons. to protract the bill. 
Rumours may be propagated of ſuch a na- 
ture and tendency, as to fruſtrate all the 
. purpoſes of the bill. Who, would have 
expected an obſervation. of this ſort from 
| the. noble and learned Lord? Miniſtry 
| ought to be the laſt, at leaſt, to hazard ſuch 
ſurmiſes. Who knows not how induftri- 
ouſly their creatures are occupied, in this 
kind of work? For his part, he thought 
it of too much conſequence to be paſſed 
haſtily through that Houſe. He could 
wiſh their Lordſhips to conſider it as. he 
did, as a bill of the . utmoſt conſequence 


| * * importance; ; then would they 
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examine wiautely into every” argument 
chat could be adduced, and determine on- 
facts, not on general "implication. - The 
0 papers, it was likewiſe ſaid,” were generally! 
known; they were in every body's hands. 
This, to be ſure, in 4 great meaſure, he 
could not deny; for he ſuppoſed their Lord- 
ſhips were as well gequainted how they: | 
came in every body s hands as he was: a 
gentleman bad ſent them to him, and he 
doubted not that very few of theit Lord - 
ſhips had been omitted. It was, however, 
very ſingular to him, that the learned 
Lord, Who certainly Was an ornament to 
his profefſio,” ſhould object to papers as 
evidence, becauſe they 1 were printed ; this 
was a new doctrine to him: but, however, 
the papers that were now offered, and were 
objected to, were not printed, they were 
not in every body s hands, for they had 
not long been reccived, therefore they cer= 
tainly might be admitted without giving 
offence to the noble Lord on ' that head, 
And prove of forme information to the 
Houſe, as they would, perhaps; there did 
29164327 „ 1 not 
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ang. 
this bill, as had been held forth ar another, 
place : it is therefore hoped your, Lord- 
ſhips will beware how you proceed. Vio. 


late not the rules of the Houſe, in complai- 


ſance to a meaſure which originates in an 


apen violation. of, whatever is. moſt dear, 
and: ſacred to Engliſhmen, Reſpe& your 


awn-dgnitys, and the privilege of Parlia- 
ment. Forms are the hedges of the cons, 


ſtitation. The {IS OW are broken 


on, that is loſt. | 5 
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For „The Earl. of Mansfield leſt the weoolfack; - 
; and agreed With the noble Lord, whoſe ag Z 
f jections to the courſe. of evidence at the bar : 


were now. under diſcuſſion, that. a very 
conſiderable. part, of that evidence had na 
immediate or obvious connection with the 
bill before the Houſe. The preſent mea 


— 


ſure Was a. ſtrong and ſevere one; and the 


ſtronger and more ſevere it i the more 
were the Company entitled to struggle 


againſt it. To curtail or derange their eyi- 


Fapce. would, for that, reaſon, haye an ap- 


| pearance 
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pearance 998 barſhneſs, which the prudence. 
and delicacy of their Lordſhips would na- 
turally diſpoſe them to avoid. He did not 
ſee any diſadvantage to the bill, if right, 
that could reſult from whatever facts my 
be ſuggeſted; and if it was ultimately found 
to be wrong, their Lordſhips time could 
not have been better employed. But that 
which had been propoſed, and which re- 
lated to reſtoration of peace in the Carnatic; , 
he conceived to be altogether in point; for 
the queſtion on which the Houſe was called 
to decide, would, in his Lordſhip- s appre . 
henſion, be materially affected by that fact. 
He owned, however, that the bill deſerved 
immediate inveſtigation, and that too much 
diſpatch could hardly be given to it, for the 
reaſons the learned Lord had aſſigned: but 
his Lordſhip imagined, that much unne⸗ 
cellary delay would be occalicned by the 
preſent motion; be could therefore have 
withed his Lordſhip bad not, on that ac- 
count oppoſed it, and that the Counſel had 
been allowed to give them in his own way. 
What referred to the Carnatic, he palm, 
* would 
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weuts' not be long, as. be e it 


was only a letter ror Lord Macattney 


| alceiraining the perfekt © evacuation of that 
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od Wege beoech b had yet a: no- 


5 bing to fatisfy bim that bis objection 
was not founded; and to him, time appeared 
juſt now of infinite importance. This was 
only part of 4 plan for regulating the affairs 
of India. Should their Lordihips approve 
the principle of it, and ſanctify 1 it by their 
adoption, a great many other bills would 


neceſſarily follow. And it was proper to 
put their Lordſhips 3 in mind, that a few 


weeks delay would prevent the effect of the 
meaſure one whole year. The ſhips for 


India muſt be ready to fail ſome time in 


15 February; ; and many things beſides the 
ol mere paſſing of the bills ry 'neceffary. 


a. 


noble and learned en nay "it (Lord 
Thartow)' might think of rumours, he 


| mentioned' it aa” fact, that a rumour was 


circulated, and had reached his ear fince he 


9 


l N came 
* 
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came to. that Houſe, that the Counſel had 
been actually inſtructed and enjoined by 
their, clients to protract the time by every 
poſſible | manceuvre in their power. He 
therefore had deemed it his duty to apprize | 
their Lordfhips of a circumſtance which it 
became them to treat as it deſerved. This 

objection, however, was founded on the 
nature of the bill, as independent. alike of 
5 Whatever might be the preſent ſtate of India. 
This, though not affected by any thing yet 
advanced, he Was willing. as far as his ſin- 
gle voĩce went, to forego, and to give the : 
Counſel whatever indulgence the. Houſe | 
might think proper” to you them, E's 


The Duke of RickGowd was not dil. 
5 poſed to conſider that as an indulgence to 

which the ſubject had an undeniable right. 
And he wiſhed noble Lords, in throwing 
out general things, would never ſuffer any 
language or. phraſcology to eſcape them, not 
ſtrictly conſtitutional. In his opinion, the 
zuſtice of the Houſe, as well as the fran- 
chiſes of the lubjects, was e con- 
e Di ns L F © "+5, 20000008 
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nected with the queſtion before be Lord- 
| ſhips. And theſe, in his mind, were objects 
much more valuable than all India. What 
colour would this be to violate privileges, 5 
as fundamental and facred as any which the 
laws provided? A Company are not only 
deprived of their property, but groſſly 
| calumniated.. They came before this Houſe 
abundantly 7 prepared to have vindicated their 
rights, andi in the very midſt of their evi- 
dence : are ſtopped, their Counſel deranged, 
and their defence conſequently defeated. He 
5 kberefore appealed to the juſtice and the dig- : 
nity of the Houſe in behalf of the Com: 
pany and their _ hs © 


pp Ipo » was 3 8 ul the 
boon which. the noble and. learned Lord 
held out to the Company by way of com- = 
promiſe. Neither did he rightly compre- 
hend the expedition ſo firenuouſly urged on 
the occaſion, The whole affair firuck his 
Lordſhip rather ludicrouſly, as if it were 
the intention of Government to. ſend out 
their new * of * regulation by 
= | | leres 


1 yr 


halves, in order that one part might Arve 
eres as a prologue to the other. It was 
indeed bat too obvious, that a breach was 
meditated in the body of evidence; in order 
to throw the e into > cee INE 
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"Hs 1 dp beck notice of a pirate 
in the committee for trying the validity of 
elections, by whieh counſel were oſten in- 
timidated and diſconcerted in ſuch a manner, 
as to render their "= Sarde Ker _s 

N abortive.” 

E F-90707 P43 
Lord — was certain, ae 
ever the intention of the learned Lord near 
him might have been by theſe oblique ob- 
ſervations, the good ſenſe of the Counſel 
Was a refutation of them. Though he 
wiſhed them to act the part aſſigned them 
by the noble Lord, they were incapable of 
ſtooping to it. His Lordſhip had already 
waved the objection, though nothing had 
been urged to ſatisfy him of its invalidity ; 
and he could not now treſpaſs longer on 
their Lordſhips time in anſwering any thing 

Wor that might be ſuggeſted. 

Lord 


Cl 7 3: 


Wo TY Grantley, (notwithſtanding. the 
5 $ earn Lord's ſarcaſm about the inatten- | 
I tion.of their Lordſhips) had not been abſent 
during all the evidence which had been of- 
fered at the dar. He allerted his abſolute 
independence of all parties, and was happy 
that his mind met the preſent buſineſs; alto- 
gether unwarped by prejudice. or ,connec- | 
tion of any kind. He did not, however, 
= ſubſcribe implicitly to the doctrine held out 
8 bythe. noble-and learned Lord who had 
objected to the evidence at the bar. The 
WW. relevancy of the evidence to the bill in 
WU queſtion he chougbr very plain. The Com- 
bann were charged with improper manage- 
went. How could they otherwiſe proceed 
in their wn vigd! ation than by ſuch A 
Ay ſtem of proof as their Counſel now offered 
o their conſideration? The learned Lord 
tells the Houſe: that the paper reſpecting the 
þ ecommencement of peace in the Carnatic is 
printed. What! Does the noble and learn- 
ed Lord inſer from that, our obligation to 
take all the lyes and falſchoods in circulation 
# fats Anas Sad by nnen 
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ak know bender: This Houſe i is de cm 
petent to receive any other than legal aw 
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be Earl of Effingham 44d not 3 a 
eee the buſineſs, though he hoped 
the ſuſpicions of the learned Lord to that 
effect were nugatory and unfounded. He 
would not therefore conſume their Lord- 
ſhips, time by practiſing the very thing he 
condemned. He had ſimply riſen to ex- 
preſs his approbation of the mode in which 
the Counſel at the bar had conducted the 
evidence, and to aſſure their Lordſhips that 
he watched for an opportunity when he 
| might, conſiſtently with the order of the 
Houſe, move to poſtpone the whole matter, 
till their Lordſhips had more thoroughly 
een and matured; it in their own GER 


The Counſel OE: 4 went on _—_ 3 evi- 
3 but at half an hour after eleven 7 
_ o'clock the Counſel declared, that ſeveral of 
the witneſſes tbey wiſhed to have examined 
bad gone off on account of the heat of the 1 
Houſe, not being held by proceſs; that J 
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as eſſential to the cauſe, had been neglected 
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- Duke: of do! wikis hk 


the matter under conſideration, and the late- 
1 1 the hour. 25 e 


| E da Bg Ke the further NING, of. the 


cs k for the purpoſe of hearing the cauſe? Had 
\ . [ they not beſtowed on it every attention 


dure in the buſineſs at ſo important a pe- 


F be 


| ome 9 the books: ts” withad to. 3 fab 
mitted to the inſpection of their Lordſhips, 


to be brougbt up, and they therefore ex- 


| preſſed a "with, that the farther proſecution 
of the buſineſs ee be e e to 


| | of procraſtination in the Counſel, roſe, and 
[4 | moved an adjournment, urging, in favour 
Jof his motion, the extreme importance of 


The Earl of Carliſle the ds 
b the Conti, - Had u not as Lordſhips met 
I which it ſeemed to merit? Was it there- 4 


[, fore becoming their dignity to deſiſt pro- 5 


bod? Would this" not be TRE with the 
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deference and reſpect they owed themſelves? 


He was i againſt the motion of ad- ; 
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all Fitzwilliam ps" his diſa * * 
ee the motion. He could not think 
there was the leaſt pretence for the gentlemen 


att the Bar, to expect their application for 
farther time to prepare themſelves, ſhould 


meet with indulgence, ſince the petition, in 
ſupport of which they had been heard ſo 


many hours, had been preſented ſix days 
ago, and ſince the very ſame gentlemen 


had appeared at the Bar of the Houſe of 


Commons, as advocates for a ſimilar pe- 


tition preſented: to that Houſe- againſt the 
ſame bill, his Lordſhip deſired the Houſe 
particularly to take notice of what had fal 


len from the learned Counſel in his opening, 
when he had told them that he had not 
received thoſe inſtructions, in conſequence 
of which he had proceeded to examine the 
witneſſes produced that day, till eleven 


o'clock the preceding night, or eleven 
O clock that very day. That declaration, 
Ni M . 
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there was an intention to procraſtinate Ad 
delay the bill as much as poſſible, in order, 


E 


20 to 4 8 „„ 4 , 1 


* Houſe, * can be ſafe under the 
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the Earl Rd, SIS Rin in thoſe fol 


pictons 'birites at earlier in the day, thät | 


dy that means, to prevent its being 4 
He appealed to the Houſe in general, whe- 
ther ſo odd a circumſtane as the negle@ing 


to give Counſel inſtructions in .due time, 
againſt a bill that had been for ſome weeks 


before Parliament, did not carry with- it 


a very ſuſpicious appearance] He hoped, 


therefore, the Houſe would render früitleſs 


any ſuch attempt, and that they would 
concur with biin Eee the ee 


. err A 


3 
E a 
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Earl Feen 


; Lords, Fam ſorry to be obliged to trouble 


your Lordſhips at this late hour, but che 
great regard I have for my King and the 


conſtitution of this kingdom, forces me to 
fand forth in its defence, and as a truly 
independent Lord of Parliament, being 


thoroughly fatisfied that if this bill paſſes 


EXCr= 


— 


˖ " 3 
exertions-of the legiſlative power, a par- 
ticularly as there is one precedent to quote 
in compariſon with this, though it was a 
Lord of this Houſe (whoſe eſtate was above 
55ool. a year) was taken from him and 


veſted in the hands of four truſtees, with a 


power of leaſing and cutting down the 
wood, with a receiver on his whole eſtate, 
to pay an annuity of gool. a year, I beg 
leave to ſay farther,-that I am totally againft 
hurrying bills through the Houſe, Which 
can very rarely be done with any good de- 
ſign; and we have an inſtance in the laſt 
year of what the public ſuffered by hurry ing 
the Receipt Tax through this Houſe, which 
I- endeavoured to prevent, and would have 
informed the Miniſtry what would be the 
conſequence, if they would have permitted 
me, which would have prevented the people 
in all che manufacturing towns, long tor- 
mented with ſuch a vexatious tax, beſide the 
diſcredit it has been to the Miniſter, which 
I would have ſaved him from. I am, there- 
en for; Og a bill of ht and 
„ ˖ 1 con- 
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conſequence; its full weight and conſidera - 


tion; and for that reaſon ſhall join maſt 


Stay +4 Ter 5 5 
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wg in the motion TOO AS e ) 


Nord gbey * Gig, 


clared before their Lordſhips paſſed ſuch a 
bill, they were bound to hear the n 
ners in 185 * manner. nod 
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The Dike of Chindos ad again, 3 &; 


clared he addreſſed himſelf to the feelings of 
the Houſe; begging their Lordſhips would 


conſider, whether, after the learned gentle- 


men had been on their legs at the Bar, for 
ſeven hours, incommoded by the croud 


around them, and fatigued with the heat 
they all felt, and after they had requeſted till 


on their proceeding, . at lo late an 
i e _ * 0 | 


7s 


he Duke ef Chet Gaia, he ſhould 
wur bave agreed, to the motion pro- 


+ 


A. 


the bill was Pea 5 : 
ul ether to be hurried; and de- 


the next morning only to prepare them 
ſelves, it was conſiſtent with their ] 
character, and their own dignity, to inſiſt. 


poſed | 


„ 
| 
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poſed by: the noble Duke, and have ac- 


ceeded to the requiſition of the Counſel, had 
there appeared to him to have been the 


ſmalleſt reaſon to juſtify the latter. But 


as the bill had been in Parliament for ſome 
weeks, as it propoſed a meaſure that had 
been much canvaſſed and talked of, and as 


that meaſure was of very conſiderable im- 
portance, and from its nature, and the na- 


ture of the ſubject to which it applied, ſuch 
as ought, if adopted by the wiſdom of their 
Lordſhips, to be adopted with as little de- 


lay as the forms of Parliament would ad- 


mit, he could by no means give his conſent 
to the motion. Being upon his legs, the 


Duke ſaid, he would mention a matter, to 
which he begged their Lordſhips' moſt ſe- 


rious attention, fince it materially concerned 


the conſtitution of the country: a rumour 
had prevailed for the laſt three days, that 
had given him 'very great alarm indeed; fo 
much alarm, that he had determined to ſtate 


it to their Lordſhips on the very firſt day 
that they met after it began to be circula- 


ted; dares he ſhould, he ſaid, have done it 


much 
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much earlier in ne day, "EE chat dane 
loath to break through the regularity of their 

proceedings, or dra off the attention of 

the Houſe from hearing Counſel againſt 

a bill, which certainly Was of great impor- N 
tance. Since that bill had been brought 
into Parliament, the public bad been in- 
flamed againſt it in the moſt induſtrious, 
and, in fome degree, moſt ſucceſsſul man- 
ner. No arts, however unfair, however 
unwarrantable, had been left untried to run 

a down, and excite a general alarm, in con- 

ſequence of a groſs miſrepreſentation of its 

views and its object. Among other arts, 
rumours af different kinds had been circu- 

dated with the maſt ſedulous induſtry, and a 

late rumour Was of a very extraordinary na- 

_ ttureindeed. | In that rumour, the name of the 

moſt ſacred character in the kingdom had 

been aſperſed, and the name of one of their 

Lordſhips, he hoped, abuſed ; but certainly, 

uch was the complection of the rumour, 

that he ſhould be wanting in regard to his 
on character, wanting in that love and 

Zzeal for the conftitution, which, he truſted, 

7 2 had 
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had ever marked and diſfinguiſhed his poli- 
rical life, wanting in the duty he owed to 
the public a Miniſter; if he did not take an 
opportunity, if it turned out to be true, of 
propoſing a meaſure upon it to their Lord- 
ſhips, that: would prove they felt the ſame 
iyi the fame deteſtation, and the ſame 
deſire to mark and ſtigmatize every mene 
o apes the a ay e er Gd. 
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Phe: Duke- oK eee tales ink de- 
4 that from the bint the noble Duke 
had thrown out, it was impoſfible to ſay to 


what he alluded. In a matter of ſo muck 


aber he _ CIAL out, ; hos te 


„ 


bring i. it to a pe 1 dire& works | 'T he 
noble Duke might allude to one thing, of 
he might allude to ſomething elſc extremely | 
different, which was at that time in his re. 
collection. A newſpaper, which he had ih 
His pocket, his Grace faid; contained as in- 
decent and as ſcandalous a paragraph, as 
| ever he had met with ; perhaps the” ngble 
Duke 
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would read it to the Houſe. His grace 
| then read the following article from an 


5 evening Dorer of 3 i e oggo 
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Duke alluded to. the fact "RO Kated, - He: 
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b A well tens and een 


4 prevailed yeſterday, and was circulated 
* with great induſtry through the various 
« parts of the metropolis, that his Maje - 
ſty had given a direct intimation to his 
| «Miniſters that he was hoſtile tothe Eaſt- 
India bill, and that they in conſequence 


* had reſigned their reſpective employ- 


, ments. — We have the beſt authority for 
* aſſuring our readers that no part of this 


« report is true. To give a greater air of 
** credibility; to the falſehood, it was repre- 


MN ſented that this event had taken place in 
* conſequence of a conference that Earl 


«© Temple had held with his Majeſty on 
« TOTS laft, the reſult of which was 
« {aid to have been a poſitive aſſurance on 
the part of the King, that the bill in 


4 queſtion was in the higheſt degree diſa- 


a 3 to him. This concomitant: part 
N 5 it *of 


1 5 ] 


of the ſtory, however, is an evident and 


« indiſputable libel upon the characters of 


both theſe great perſonages concerned in 


«itz for we can aſſure our readers, (alſo 
« from the beſt authority) that bis Maje- 
« fty has given his gracious concurrence 
„and approbation of the conduct of his 
Miniſters, with reſpect to the India bill, 
a thouſand times in the cloſet, nay, in- 


« deed, as often as it has been mentioned 


there. Now to ſuppoſe or impute to any 

„ man, much leſs to this ſacred character, 
5 fo deſpicable a degree of confirmed dupli- 
«city as that of his having approved and 
* patronifed a meaſure in all the ſtages of 
its progreſs, from its firſt adoption till its 
« third reading in the Houſe of Commons, 
and yet that he was in fact averſe to it, is 
„ too grols for belief, and is in this inftance 
«an act of the higheſt diſloyalty. That 


Lord Temple ſhould have circulated ſuch 


n report, knowing it, as he muſt, to have 
« been founded in direct falſehood, is not 
t extremely probable; and therefore the 
* whole-muſt, doubtleſs, have been the im- 
N- * pudent 


j 
| 
f 
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Te) 
pudent fabrication of ſome hired runner, 
to produce a temporary alarm in the me- 
tropolis, and to try to effect by tumult, 
hat _ could: not. ENT by. ol 
. ment.“ Trot) | 
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# 4 The lis his Grace ſaid, was as ex- 
traordinary a ſeries of aſſertions, declared 
to come from the beſt authority, as ever 
occurred in a ne, 


"Monk Temple ral as ſoon as ihe. Duke 
"I down, and faid, conſcious as he was 
that every word he muſt utter would be 
entirely: unparliamentary ; yet, after what 
had been ſuggeſted by the noble Duke who 
ſpoke firſt, and after his name had been in- 
troduced by the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt, 
though he muſt think not in the moſt par- 
'hamentary way, he ſhould perſiſt in deſir- 
ing to be heard, The noble Duke at the 
head of the Treaſury talked of rumours ; 
let the noble Duke make a ſpecific charge. 
Whenever he did ſo, he would not ſhrink 
from it, but would meet it directly. That 


91 1 
bis Majeſty had recently honoured him with 
a conference, was a matter of notoriety. 
It was not what he wiſhed to deny, nor 
what he had it in his power. to conceal. | 
He faid, that it was the privilege of Peers, 
as the hereditary counſellors of the Crown, 
either individually or collectively, to adviſe 
the Crown, was well known. He had 

given his advice to the Crown; what that 
advice had been, he would not then ſay. 

It was lodged in the breaſt of his Majeſty ; 

nor would he declare the purport of it 
without the royal conſent, or till he ſaw 
a proper occafion. Ile was aware this ſort 

of language was diſorderly ; he begged the 
_ Houſe however to recollect that he had not 
made it neceſſary; if Lord Temple's name 
had been introduced, it had not been the 
fault of Lord Temple. When the noble 
Duke mentioned rumours, and did not ſpe- 
cify to what he alluded, he had been ſilent; 
and be ſhould have continued in filence, and 
have treated every thing of that ſort with 
the ſame contempt that he held newſpaper” 


e in, had not the noble Duke, 
N 2 who 
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who ſpoke daft, made it impoſſible for: bim 
not to riſe, and defy the noble Duke at the 
head of the Treaſury to make any charge | 
that he would ſhrink from. He begged to 
know: therefare what, the noble Hane 51 1 
| allpged e 1 . 


1 The Duke « Richmond 5 again, 5 a 
faid, perhaps he had been diſorderly in read - 
ing the paragraph from the newſpaper ; but 
the noble Duke who talked of rumours bad. 
done it in a manner fo general and indeſi- 
nite, that he had thought it highly neceſ- 
ſary to have the matter explained and un- 
derſtood. If the noble Duke meant to 
take up all unconſtitutional interference 
with the Crown, be would join him, and 
go as far with him upon that theme as he 
would go himſelf; but then the noble Duke 
muſt go back to his old ground, and leave 
his preſent connections. He muſt once 
more act as a Whig, and proceed upon 
Whig principles. He hoped, however, 
when the noble Duke did take up that mat- 
ter, he would take it up fairly, and not 
3 
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partially.” That be would look at home, 
and draw forth all unconſtitutional interſe- 
rence with the Crown, that of Miniſters, 
as well as that of other Lords. He knew, - 
the Duke faid, that it was the duty of the 
ſervants of the Crown to be about the 
King's perſon, and to conſult and adviſe |: 
with bis Majeſty upon the receipt of foreign. I 

_ advices, upon the management of his finan- 
ces, upon the conduct of the Army or Na- 
vy, upon military and civil promotions, 

and a variety of other executive ſubjects, 
in which his Majeſty was neceſſarily to be 
conſulted-; but he would contend it was as 
unconſtitutional for a Miniſter to adviſe 
the Crown, and endeavour to influence his 
Majeſty in regard to any bill depending in 
Parliament, as it was for any other perſon. 
The preſent Adminiſtration, he aſſerted, had, 
from their firſt coming in, proceeded to act 
in defiance of Whig principles, and upon 
the old ſyſtem, purſued by thoſe whom 
they formerly oppoſed. They had mani- 
feſtly taken unconſtitutional ground, and 
governed by a corrupt influence. When 
780 they 
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they firſt came in, they had aſked, the 
Duke ſaid, if he would join them. Though 
he liked many in Adminiſtration, he de- 
clared he could not affift ſuch an Admini- 
ftration ; he foreſaw what would follow, 
and his expeRation had not been diſappoint- 


ed. The bill then before the Houſe was a 


proof of the ſort of ſyſtem which Mini- 
ſters had laid down. As he could not join 
them, he had quitted his ſituation, and left 
the Ordnance. What was the conſequence ? 
— Three gentlemen, with no political views, 
nor in any way connected with influence, 
whom he had brought into office, were 
turned out, and three members of Parlia- 
ment introduced. Another inftance he 
would adduce ; and that was, the giving 
Sir William Gordon, a gentleman who 
had ſerved as an Ambaſlador abroad, a 
penſion of 1oool. a year. What could 
this be for, but to give up his ſeat in Par- 

| liament, that they might bring in a new 
member for Portſmouth ? A very able mem- 
ber indeed, Mr. Erſkine. The Duke ex 
patiated upon theſe two facts, and urged 
3 | them 


1 


5 SAR as proofs that the preſent Admini- 
ſtration went entirely upon a ſyſtem of 
_—_— infl uence. 5171 


: The/ Earl of Derby begged the noble 
| Duke to look at home himſelf, before he 
_ ventured to impute blame to others. When 
the noble Duke was at the head of the Ord- 
nance, he brought his friends into office, as 
other men in high ftations generally did; 
and it was notorious that two, if not more 
of thoſe friends, were in Parliament. His 
Lordſhip took notice of the rumours abroad 
for the laſt three days, and reprobated ſuch 
unconſtitutional means of endeavouring to 
ſubvert a bill, which could not be over- | 


thrown by fair bn 


The Duke of Rb roſe again, and 
in order to juſtify himſelf, went into a 
detail of his conduct when in office. He 
ſaid, he had brought into the Ordnance 
Mr. Crawfurd, Mr. Aldridge, and Mr. 
Smyth, neither of them in Parliament, in 
the room of Sir (nies Cocks, Mr. Stra- 

chey 
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<hey, Ind Mir. Adam, all of whom v were 
in Parliament; that Mr. Pelham, who bad 
ſucceeded Sir Charles Frederick as Surveyor 
General, was in Parliament, and Mr. Steele, 
who! was his private Secretary. Much as 
he diſliked influence, the Duke faid, and 
greatly as he had approved a place bill, it 
had always been a maxim with him, and 
which had often been declared by him, that 
one or two gentlemen belonging to each 
public office, ought to be in the Houſe of 
Commons. In his own caſe, he had but 
two of his official connections in that Houſe, | 
viz. Mr. Pelham for the Board, and Mr. 
Steele for himſe:f. He ſaid farther, that 
he had, on many occations, ſtood up for 
the libertics of the people; he had alſo, 
when occoſion required, defended the pri- 
vileges of that Houſe; and he ſhould be 
equally ready to contend for the conſtitu- 
tional prerogative. of the Crown, when-. 
ever it was attempted to be invaded, as it 
was, he contended,” moſt violently by the 
pill Farm: unider: * arte: 
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Earl Temple roſe again, and ſaid, as 
a noble Duke in his eye had not thought 
proper to make any reply to his queſtion, 
he begged their Lordſhips to hold it in 
mind, that the noble Duke had aid in his 
former ſpeech,” that he did not charge him 


with having acted in the unconſtitutional 
manner, the rumours and the newſpaper 


paragraphs had dared to ſtate. It was ne- 
ceflary that it ſhould” be fo underſtood. 
What the advice was, that he had given 
his Majeſty, it was not then neceſſary for 
him to recite; but when his Majeſty ſhould 


give him permiſſion to "divulge it, he 
ſhould venture to aſſure their Lordfhips, 


that it would be found to be the advice of 
an honeſt man. With regard to the mat - 
ter before them, the conſideration; whether 
the Counſel, who had declared they beg- 
ged to be indulged till morning, ſhould be 
ordered to proteed or not, their Lordſhips 
would determine as they thought proper. 


He was a young man, capable of continu- 


ing there as long as any one of them; but 
their Lordſhips ought to conſider, that 
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they had thoſe among them not quite ſo 
young, nor ſo fit to endure fatigue. The 
bill in every point of view was ſuch a bill 
as ought not to be hurried. From the evi- 
dence that had been laid before them that 
day, it was evident that it was a direct 
violation of the rights and franchiſes of the 
Eaſt-India Company, rights and franchiſes 
veſted in them by a great variety of char- 
ters. and acts of Parliament. This Was Aa 
conſideration that muſt come home to the 
boſom of every Engliſhman, and was ſuf- 
ficiently important to juſtify the moſt ſeri- 
ous qdeliberation; but there was another 
| conſideration ſtill more important, and that 
; was, the new and unconſtitutional power 
it would create. This his Lordſhip en- 
larged upon as a matter which called for 
the moſt ſcrupulous care on the part of the 
Houſe; he concluded, therefore, with hope- 
ing they would adjourn, in order to give 
the Counſel an opportunity of proceeding c 
with the wy of their evidence in the 1 morn- 
las. 8 
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The Duke of Portland roſe again, c 
| Gig; he had not in his former ſpeech made 5 
any charge againſt the noble Earl, nor did 
he then mean to make any ſpecific charge. 
The rumours he had before alluded to, 
had given him very ſerious alarm, becauſe 
they ſpoke confidently' of a mode of inter- 
ference” having been practiſed, with a view 
to defeat the bill, unknown to the conſti- 
tution, and which had not been heard of 
in that country; at leaſt not for a long 
time. But he begged leave to aſſure the 
noble Earl, that he did not take up the 
rumour" from a neroſpaper; ; he had not 
known' it had got into the newſpapers, till 
the noble Duke produced that, Which he 
had read the paragraph from a little before.” 
The rumours had been notorious, and not 
confined to any particular ſet of individu— 
als, but had been in every body's mouth, 
all over the town, for the laſt three or four 
days. The facts aſſerted in thoſe rumours, 
if proved, were of à moſt ſerious nature, 
and ſuch as would. in that caſe, make it 
Oy" for him to ground a Propoſition 
1 0 2 
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1 their. Lordſhips, upon, in which he had 


mene of mat the whole | H guſe 


28 11 


bi. Viſcount Tepnſhend Haid, he had 


Wilhed to, ſay a few: words, if it were only 


for the, purpoſe of calling; their. Lordſhips“ 
attention, back again to. the ſubject, that 
had firſt given riſe to the debate, which 
| bad taken ſo extraordinary a turn. It Was, 

whether the Oouyſelfat the bar ſhould be 
15 indulged, till the next morning to prepare 

themſelves, farther, or ſhould: be ordered to 
proceed in the beſt manner they could 
| then? This queſtion had been ſtarted an 
hour fince; ſo that out of compaſſion .to- 
the two learned genlemen, Who defired to 
proceed no farther, that Houſe had gone 
into a debate, and kept them ſtanding at 
the bar a full bour, as little regarded as a 
. couple of hackney coach-horſes ſtanding at 
an ale houſe door. The requeſt of the 


2 two learned gentlemen, his Lordſhip. ſaid, 


; if complied with, be hoped was not meant 
as a beginning of more procraſtination than 
ins 1 | that 


\ 
GN 


| that, of 1 fingle da. le had, ne 


heard, any thing, againſt the bill hes | 
induced him to think upon it in any other 
light, than that in which the noble Duke 
at the head of the Treaſury had placed it. 
But he Was certain, if it paſſed at all, it 
was neceſfary to paſs with diſpatch. Tho 
ſeaſon required it. Every body knew, that 
it could nat, be ſent out to India ſo as to 
take effect there early, unleſs it went in 
February; there, was, an end of any refor- 
mation in India, therefore, for another year, 
ſhould it not be ſent out in that month; 
and it was, for this reaſon, without mean; 
ing to give offence to any individual Lords, 
that he earneſtly hoped no management, no 
endea vours to occafion delay, would be 
practiſed. His Lordſhip repeated what he 
had ſaid on Tueſday, laſt, that he never 
ſas a bill more deliberately, nor more care- 
fully conducted through a Committee, than 
this bill, had been conducted through the N 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 
Every objection had been liſtened to, and 
every reaſonable alteration adopted. He 
| = wiſhed, 
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wiſhed, "therefore, as little deli 28 poſtibe 
might now attend it. With regard to 
what a noble Duke, his ſucceſſor and his 
predeceffor 1 in office, had ſaid about influ- 
ence, he was a little ſurprized. That 
noble Duke, upon a coalition having been 
formed before that, now ſo much con- 
demned, and which had proved far more 

unpleaſant to him, had been made Maſter 

General of the Ordnance. The noble Duke 
then put his own friends into office. No- 
body. blamed him for it; but if influence 
was to be talked of, what had turned his 
friends Mr. Strachey, Mr. Adam, and 

others out? Nothing but influence. Every 

man at the head of an office naturally 

liked wal ha ve thoſe about him, in whom 
he placed confidence. For this reaſon it 

was, that when he came in again he 
brought back his old friends. The Ord- 
nance had been called an Augean ſtable. 15 
The noble Duke had ſet about cleanſing it, 
and he thought his friends could beſt aſſiſt 
his labours. He in like manner choſe to 


truſt his, becauſe he Ou they could re- 
mY move 
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wal 


move the. a away as faſt as any other 
people. But, to return to the queſtion, 
he wiſhed their Lordſhips would. er 


the hs at the bar — 


"Earl Eamon. 176. he x was » glad = 
noble Duke had mentioned the rumours - 
that bad lately prevailed, fince it had af. 
forded the noble Earl ſo fair an opportu- 
nity of anſwering, and e chem 
falſe. „„ 
Earl Temple deſired the noble Earl not 
to miſunderſtand him. He had given no 
anſwer either one way or the other, nor 
would he give any anſwer, till a plain, 
direct, and ſpecific charge was urged: That 
he would meet without ſhrinking; but he 
would only treat rumours and newſpaper 
: bels with contem *. 42 | 


Earl Fitzwilliam 1 urged it to the 
Houſe; that the Counſel's declaration of his 
not having received his inſtructions till 
eleven 0 clock the preceding evening, al- 

K Wh 5K though 
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though ſo much time had elapſed fince the 
contents of the bill were Known, very fore 
eibly prefſed his mind with a ſuſpicion, 
that a plan of procraffination and affected 
delay was adopted with a view to defeat 
the bill's ſucceſs. He therefore declared, he 
could not conſent to the motion of ad- 
journment. Witch regard to the aſſertion 
of a noble Dake, that the Miniſter who. 
ſhould "adviſe the Crown to ſupport a bill 
depending in Parliament, and endavour 
to influence the Crown in its favour, would 
at unconſtitutionally, he denied the doc- 
trine. If he knew any thing of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, thereverſe was the fact. The 
Crown could do no wrong. The Miniſ. 
ter alone was reſponſible for every meaſure 
of government, while he was in office, 
He had a right, therefore, conſtitutionally; 
to exert his influence with the Crown, and 
indeed it would be impoſſible for any go- 
vernment to go on without ſuch exertion. 
The caſe was widely different, as the ru- 
mour ftated the facts, to which the noble 
bu had alluded, —.— he ſpoke of the 
140 hy alarm, 
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alarm, which the rumour that previilled 
univerſally for the three laſt days had oc- 
caſioned. The rumour confidently ſaid, 
that the noble Earl in his eye hey "adviſed | 
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Earl Temple roſe e dy, and de- 
; fired that the noble Earl's words wiglit be 
taken down. N 


The . 00 Ogtlile PTS" their 
Lordſhips, that according to the order of the 
FHouſe, when any noble Lord's words were 
moved $0/be. an eee, the: bar muſt. 992 
Cy" VVV 1 845 19 3 [br ; 
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„ were von. K this ordered ito Z 
withdraw. | 
"hab 77 1 Y * <p 572 172 ＋ ph 


While ps were. Sh as | Bart, Fitz- 
e. merely ſtated the facts alledged 
againſt Earl Temple as matter of rumour, 
Earl Temple begged pardon for having 
given their Lordſhips ſo much trouble, and 
waved his requeſt of having the Wen 
taken down. 


5 The 


„ 
| The queſtion of adjournment was chen 
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=: 1 tales of: the ds: Ws Abad 
| the Lords were ſummoned on the ſecond 
reading of the bill for better regulating the 
affairs of the Eaſt- India 1 Ke. | 
7 Which being read. g 919% Fic | 


. . 2134" 
. Earl Gower 5 1 obſerv ed, = | 
from tlie bill itſelf, and from what he bad 
heard ſo clearly, ably, and diſtinctly urged 
at the bar, he could not reſiſt the impulſe 
of declaring his diſſent to the bill. He felt 
it (o foreibly,” that he ſhould not be ſatis- 
died with giving” it a filent negative it | 
as 


r 
BY 


_ - was clearly eſtabliſhed. It had been called 


_ Conſidered as of the greateſt conſequence by 


6 
went to condemn where no criminality was 
5 proved—it went to rob a body of men of 


their corporate rights, without the appears 
- ance of guilt, nay, when their innocence | 


a bold and rapid meaſure ; it was a bold 
one he would admit, for, as it appeared to 
him, it militated againſt the conſtitution of 
this country—hbe was happy to ſce it was 


many noble Lords, as well as himſelf, and 
had brought them, as it had done him, 
from their country retirements. He had 
not thought of coming to town until he 
received a copy of this bill, which he no 
ſooner read, than its alarming tendency 
made him determine to ſet off and give 
what weight he poſſibly could towards its 
rejection that Houſe had proceeded with 
the moſt tenacious precaution when a body Li 

. people were to be deprived of. their 

franchiſes in another caſe,, and were ſatis- 

ſied of their delinquency. before they would 
give their ſanction and aſſent to ſuch a 
ene had any delinqency been proved. 


| TY. 
had any been gt, by which theſe 1 
men bad forfeited their chartered rights? 
Certainly not. It was faid they are bank- 
trupts. Was chat the fact? Had not t 
contrary been clearly adduced," from au- 
_ thentic papers, documents, and ſtatements 
which they had produced in their own be- 
half, and were now upon their Lordſhips' 
table? He would, however, ftate'what ap- 
Peared to him the pretended and the-real 
_ eatiſe for this bill. It was once pretended, 
that from the circumftances of the Company, 
the milmanapement'of their Directors, and 
the diſobedience of their ſervants. abroad, 
actual ruin fared them in the face, and 
made a neceſſity for Parliament to inter- 
fete, to ſave them from tuin. The real 
| cauſe,” he ſuſpected, was the amazing pa- 
monage that would be acquired to the Mi- 
: niſter by this new arrangement. There 
might be a neceſſity for keeping the preſent 
Admiriſtration upon ſolid grounds, with- 
but the apptehenſion of being removed; and 
the influence that would undoubtedly be ac- 
28 bre this * nn that conſider- 


| ation, | 
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ation, was very far from being coitempti- 
ble: but was that ſufficient for their Lord- 
ſhips to conſent to a violation of charter, 
to the ſeizure of property, and the annibi- 
lation of a a Company which had maintained 
5 its credit as the firſt commercial Company 
in the world for upwards of two centuries? 
Surely not. They would be convinced, 


that the neceſſity for this violent meaſure 


did actually exiſt, before they would adopt 
it. If the bill ſhould paſs, which he truſt» 
ed would never be the caſe, and the influ- 
ence that it would really throw into the 
hands of the Miniſter was conſidered, he 
conceived that the title with propriety might 
be altered to, An Act for regulating the 
Eaſt- India Company, for the better Gor 
eme eee wi We u i 
| {3 D685 25 Bott 
The Earl of Carliſle debated; that; if he 
| could agree in any point which had fallen 
from bis noble relation, it was in the able 
manner in which the Counſel at their Lord- 
ſhips' bar had ſtood forth in the cauſe of their 
| employes a0 the fame time he en - 


treated 
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that the cauſe muſt be bad, indeed, which 
thoſe learned gentlemen” could not put a 
tolerable face upon, eſpecially when there 


was no perſon to contradict what they 
aſſerted. The bill, in his opinion, was 


highly: neceſſary; and he had not drawn his 


opinion from mere affertions only; but from 


the actual ſtate of the Company's affairs: 
their debt was enormous, and the account 
they had made out was fallacious and er- 


roneous in the higheſt: degree, as he would 
prove to their Lordſhips in the firſt in- 
ſtance, they had charged Government with 


treated the Houſe would recollect, they had 
heard only one Hide/of tbe queſtion, and 


. 


a debt of 4, 200, oool. which was by no 


means a fair eſlimate, becauſe this was not 
due from Government while the Company 


held the monopoly of trade, and there was 
not, at preſent, the le 
that monopoly from them. Allowing. 
however, that they had a right eiae in 
the account of their property what was due 
from Government, that money being ſunk 


in the three Ou. cents, if the Company 
. cChhoſe 


i intention of taking 


1 1 111 3 v6 
- choſe) to: call for it, without Government's 
interference with their monopoly, they cer- 
tainly had no right to eſtimate the debt at 
any higher rate than the price of the funds 
in which that property was veſted; he 
ſhould therefore make a deduction in the 
firſt article of the credit ſide of their ac- 
count, of 1, 680, ooo pounds, which Would 
reduce it to 2, 5 20, oo pounds. The Hike 
objections were applicable to the greateſt 
part of the eſtimate they had produced, as 
a vindication of their flouriſhing ſtates 
His Lordſhip: then read the various ſtate- 
ments, and made nearly the ſame objec- 
tions to them as Mr. Fox had done in the 
Houſe of Commons; and concluded theſe 
obſervations by remarking, that the Com- 
pany, inſtead of having a balance of up- 
wards of 3, ooo, oool. they wert above 
6, ooo, oool. in arrears, This ſituation of 
their finances was not the only neceſſity for 
the interference of Parliament: the pro- 
ceedings of their ſervants abroad, who paid 
little or no attention to the orders of the 
Rau of re were truly alarming; 
they 


1 . 
„ 


3 1 112 ed. 


KB "I lip: of the moſt vielent web 
| rages; making peace or war as beft fuited 
| their own! intereſt; breaking treaties and 
leagues with the different Princes; {weep =» 
ing the inhabitants from the face of tlle 
earth, and committing ravages and enor- 
mities, that were not only a diſgrace to the 
Britiſh name; but to hamanity + from the 
inability of the Directors, which had been 
plainly proved; for when they had deter- 
mined on the removal of one of their ſer- 
vants, the Proprietors met, overturned that 
determination, and voted him their thanks 
for his conduct, although he had proceed- 
ed in open oppoſition to the orders he had 
4 One It was plain, therefore, ſome re- 
gulations were neceſſary, if we withed to 
i len! thoſe territories ; and theſe regula- 
tions, he was firmly of opinion, would be 
found in the bill before the Houſe, and 
would fully anſwer the purpoſe,” if it was 
permitted to paſs. The Court of Directors 
might contain many worthy members; 
but he did not perceive, that it felt within 
5 * of twenty-four merchants to 
ST + -: DEG manage 
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large a territory; they might act to the 


beſt of their Judgment, but we had glaring 
proofs they did not always act right; and 
when they did, tbeir orders were not paid 


the leaſt attention to. It had been urged, 
that the Company by this bill was to be 
deprived of their property: but he would 


not admit that any ſuck thing was to be 
the caſe; it was rather the contrary ; belt 
property being now in a precarious ſitud⸗ 
tion, Government offered their affiſtance 
to take care of it for them: but what was 


this property? ? It was not the property of 85 
an individual; it was a property in which 


the Public had as great, if not a much 
greater ſtake than the Company; and there- 
fore; ſurely the Public, without any un- 


conſtitutional principle, had a right to in 5 
terfere and take poſſeſſion of that property, | 
if they ſaw it miſmanaged and in danger of 


being atinihilated ; he did not ſay fo much 
by miſmanagement at home, as by un war- 


rantable proceedings in India. He did not 


k % a & 


mean to eriminate any man in particular 
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by: theſe charges; they. were not confined 
to any one; rapacity and diſobedience ma- 
ny were accountable for: but this regula- 
tion was rather intended to amend” than 
criminate, to prevent future delinquency 
than to accuſe for paſt. The violation of 
| Charters had alſo been much dwelt upon; 

but, according to his ideas, the State had 
an undoubted: right to make alterations in 
thoſe charters with which its intereſt was 
 &o. intimately connected. The charter of 
the India Company was nothing more than a 
2 mutual agreement between them and the 
Public for both their advantages; they 
were to have a monopoly of the trade, to 
the excluſion of the reſt of his Majeſty's 
 fabjeds; that monopoly i it was {till intend- 
ed they ſhould poſſeſs; and therefore be 
dlid not ſee their charter was to be violated 
in the leaſt inſtance. For theſe, among a 
variety of other reaſons, he had been in- 
duced to conceive the bill before the Houſe 5 
as a meaſure that ought to be adopted, be- 
cauſe | it promiſed a redreſs of the evils that 
had long ſubſiſted, 3 bent to the advan- 
| | tages 


innovation they wete about to adopt; that 
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tages ariſing from our commercial inter- 
courſe, and a permaneney and ſtability to 
the maintenance of our territorial p po polleſ 
ſions | in that country. | ere” 
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apa Earl of Enger wilhed to call 
their Lordſhips attention to the dangerous 


of depriving a ſet of Britiſh ſubjects of _ 
their deareſt rights, their franchiſes, and 
their property. If they were robbed of 
their charter, they loft their all. If char= 
ters were ſet at nought, there was an end 
of liberty. Did we not hold our freedom 
under Magna Charta? and was that of {6 

trifling a nature, that it was to be treated 
as nothing? This meaſure appeared as a 
circumſtance of alarm to all corporate bo- 
dies.” Who would far, that Miniſters 
might” not next year think it adviſeable to 
put the direktion of the Bank into eommiſ- 
fion ? — Might not the African Company 
expect it ?—or, perhaps, they might chooſe | 
to appoint in future. the Mayor of the city 
of London. Theſe were concluſions he 
—_— Q 2 thought 
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thought, every. corporate body i in the king- 


dom bad a right to draw, provided. the pre- 


{nt bill was not checked in its career by 
their Lordſhips. He ps { fo far convinced | 
in his own idea, that it was an infringe- 


W of, the. rip bts,; and liberties, of; the-ſub- 


jects of this PR that - 7%, woule 
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be Doke of Mancheſter was in EM 


"ox" 


No the bill; be was ;{o-fatisficd « of its necel- 


fity,. that be was reſolved to give. it his 


| moſt, NE Bis 70 egy. the 


@ © + 4 


"vj 4 


- Was 4g a "deſperate king ; 8 he. feared the 


receipt was not ſo very certain, for when 


he bad preſſed for it, they had made a claim 
"of a large ſum for damages dont by the In- 
dia Company by filling up the giteh at 


Chenadogore. He did not mean to con- 
demn this meaſure ; it might be defenſible 


in Fd | although AT had. no right 


what- | 


* 3 


(Lesg7 1 


whatever for ſuch A; 
mitted, an; argument againſt the demand. of 


the India Company. The French Court 
had not omitted taking that advantage, and 


therefore he did not think, it ought to be 


ſtated as caſh in hand; our ſituation in In- 
dia, he was clear, made j it very requiſite for 
ſome ſuch regulation, as was propoſed, by 


the bill; and. unleſs. chat, or ſomething of 


* propriety, took place, would be found 
0 4 9 in the utmoſt dener. 521114 es ET 


1 ne the indulgence. of 
the Houſe while he . ſhould give bis ſenti- 
ments upon the bill; he would not conſider 


it in the many points of view in which it 


bad. been ſo often held. up; with reſpect to 
the bankruptey of the Company. the neceſ- 

fity. or preſſing occaſion. for paſſing it, but 
merely confine himſelf to the ſingle point 
ol its policy; ; he. would not contend that 


there had not been great rapacity.commit- 
ted by. the ſervants of the Company in In- 


dia, and that ſome regulations were not very 
5 much wanted; but he would contend, this 


bil 
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rould not be proflufiive of theſe equi 
gte regulations; it would rather be produ- bo 


tive of an influence in this country which 


no Miniſter ought t6 be intruſted with. 
Did their Lordſhips conſider what the pa- 
cronage of India was? this patronage was 
to be beſted in the hands of ſeven gentle- 
men; who, it was natural to ſuppoſe were 
che friends of the Miniſter, and therefore 
che pütronage was ultimately y in him; ff ſo, 
it was an influence too great for any Mini- 
ſter to be truſted with; and if he ſhould go 
out f office, any other adminiſtration 
would be but a ſhidow againſt him.” That 

great boalk of Engliſh liberty, the guardians 
öf the people, the Houſe of Commons, he 
une would no longer be an independent 
but: would” contain + corrupc, "and 
:nflvetical majority. This be thought 1 
fuffictent reaſon for their Lordthips to af- 
ſume their dignity, and reje& a bill that had | 
fuch an apprehenſive proſpect for its ten- 
dency. His objection to it aroſe not from 


party motives ; he wiſhed not for any ſuch 


en but, from the principle of the 
—_—— bill 
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bil itſelf, ad that ſuch a bill, fraught with 
ſuch influence, ſhould meet with ſupport in 
noble Lords who had ſtood forth its ad- 
vocates, was to him very ſurpriſing ; one of 
them, the noble Lord at; the head of the 
Treaſury, of whom be had the higheſt 
opinion, nor was his veneration for the 
character of another noble Lord, who filled 
a high office in adminiſtration, leſs; that 
they ſhould give ſanction to a meaſure 
V hich was palpably the meaſure of a Miniſ. 
ter; and for what purpoſe ?—lIf their Lord · 
ſhips ſaw it in the ſame point of view. he 
did, they would, like him, execrate it. He 


3 truſted, therefore, for their own. honour, 


for the purity of the conſtitution, and rights 
and privileges of the people at large, the 
Houſe would join with him in giving the 
| commitment of the bill a oy 7: 


(Lond S ahh oy anda 
to the laſt noble Lord, 'for the candour'in - 
' Which he had ſo ably deſcanted on the bill; 

but at the ſame time obſerved he was from 
: 1 in 1 * obige to differ 


from 
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* Gam bim; the All nöt perceive whe ill con- 
ſequences which the noble Lord apprehend- 
ec, and he was the roughly ſatisfied of the 
neceſſity for doing ſomething ſpeedily for 
the fal vation of the Company. The noble 
Lord bad admitted there were ſcenes of 
-Tapacity committed in India, Which called 
| aloud for a check; the Directors bad been 
found, by experience, inadequate to the taſk; 
kheir orders wefe diſtegarded, and their 
cominands held for nothing: he would give 
their Lordſhips à particular inftance—it 
- happened that one of the Princes, by the 
deuth of his father, came to the government 
of his dominions while a minor; being in 
friendſhip with the Company, they thought 
they could not do leſs than, as his protector 
and friend, to ſee to his education; for 
this purpoſe the Directors ſent over, that 
one of the moſt able and beſt maſters ſhould 
be procured for his inſtruction; and tbe 

ſiervants to whom theſe orders went, obeyed 

theſe orders; but how; and who, and what 
was this wel- inſtructed teacher? Would 
Ds PP * believe it, they actually put 
8 | > hun 


European education, and not one who had 


to the taſk of conducting and enforcing 


him under the care of an old woman; nay, 
this was not all, but the moſt improper old 
woman in the country they paſſed over 
his own, and put him under the care of bis 

ep-· mother did not this appear as a plain 
mockery of the orders they received? He 
by no means objected to this tutor, becauſe 
ſhe was a female, for he was aware, and the 
experience of many of their Lordſhips could 
prove, that the inſtructions and aſſiſtance 
of females was of the greateſt ſervice, but 
then it was females who had received an 


been taken from a ſeraglio, and in a country 
where they are not allowed to think of a | 
future ſtate; this however was thought 
a ſufficient inſtruction for the young Prince, 
or rather, as it appeared to him, done in 
direct oppoſition to the Directors. Was 
not this ſufficient to ſhew their Lordſhips 
how inadequate the Court of Directors were 
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regulations for the advantage of the Com- 
pany? He had no particular objection to 


any one of theſe Directors; and yet he muſt 
nels, R : obſerve 
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obſerve, that no great things ought to be 
expected from them, if it was but recollected 
from what a motley groupe they were elec- 
ted, men, women, children, young and old, 
foreigners, Jews, Papiſts, an 
together with the intereſts of the different 
ſervants in India, whoſe friends were ſo 
numerous, as to render theſe gentlemen 
here, more their conſtituents than their maſ- 
ters; no wonder then ſo little enten 
was paid to their direction. Thoſe who 
had objected to this bill had a 
deal on the ſtate of their property: he v | 
not ſay they were bankrupts, but they had: | 
done that, which if any individual merchant, | 
bad committed, he would have been looked 
upon as a bankrupt. Bills had become due, 
and they had not where withal to pay them. 
They had called their creditors together, 
and aſked for time; with reſpect to taking 
their property, and veſting i it in other hands, 
it was no more than would happen in private 
life; their affairs were in that ſituation 
to make them apply to their friends for 
aſſiſtance, and they had Produces. to the 
. perſons 


3 


— 


and Proteſtants 


m1) 


perſtins: 1 to lend them aſſiſtanee, 
a ſtatement of their accounts; on the exa- 
mination of which, the friends flill are wil- 
lng to give that aſfiſtance, but obſerve 
your property is greatly mortgaged, your 
circumſtances are greatly miſmanaged : we 
will extricate you if poflible, yet leſt we 
ſhould be involved in ruin with you, we 
will appoint perſons that can he truſted to 
have the care of the property; this is the 
plain caſe; the public are thoſe friends, and, 
doubtleſs ought to have ſome ſecurity for 
their truſt. His Lordſhip dwelt for a con- 
ſiderable time on the enormities committed 
abroad, defended: the bill in a moſt able 
manner, and concluded by recommending it 
Fe a wh a n . on Houſe,: | 


„ | 

: The Duke af ane and 3 Wal. 
ee roſe together: His Grace begged 

to be heard firſt, becauſe he Was anxious to 

ſay a few words, and he was ſure from 

the very valuable fund of information 


Which the noble Lord poſſeſſed upon the 


* > India, he ſhould have no chance = 
8 RK 2 of | 
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of being attended to by their Porschipe, 
if the noble Lord was to ſpeak before him. 
He faid, the Houle was to be determined 
by the arguments and proofs, and not by 
the declamation of Counſel, a term which 
had been uſed by the noble Duke who 
ſpoke before him. That they had ons 
the affairs of the Company to be far from 
that ruinous ſtate in which they were repre · 
ſented to be. That, after perſonal liberty, 
private property was firſt under the protec - 
tion of the law. If the Company have com- 
mitted acts that warrant a forfeiture of their 
Charter, why not try them before a Court of 
Judicature? If they are guilty of criminal 
offences, let them be arraigned as criminals. 
The interference of the Legiſlature; he in- 
ſiſted, was, in ſuch caſe, an infraction off 
liberty; and though ſome caſes might war- 
rant the interference of the „ ene x⸗ yet 
that this was not one of that nature. The 
Company s charter had been renewed ny 
two years back; gentlemen had purchaſed ö 
| that ſtock, relying upon that charter. 
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He bad often heard, it 8 as an argue. 
ment againſt equalizing the land- tax, that 
eſtates had been purchaſed under a confi- 
dence that the Legiſlature would not equa - 
lize it. Would not this argument apply 
more ſtrongly to the preſent caſe of the 
Proprietors of India Stock, who had pur= 
chaſed under the confidence that Govern- 
ment would not abrogate or annul a Char- 
: ter, which was only two years ſince ſolemn- 
1y renewed. This bill, his Grace obſerved, _ 
was ſuppoſed by ſome noble Lords to be in- 
tended merely. to increaſe the power of a 
certain Secretary, for whom, notwithſtand- 
ing his difference with him in politics, ge 
bad a moſt fincere friendſhip and eftecm. 

(Here the Duke made ſome handſome en- 
comiums on his honourable relation, which 5 
it is needleſs for us to report. minutely]; 
but however this bill might tend to increaſe. 
the influence of an individual, his principal 
| objection to it, conſidered in this light, aroſe 
from the dangerous innovation it made in 
the conſtitution, by confounding the pow - 
ers of Government, and by giving to a 
1 branch” 
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Mech of the Jegiflative a part of the ex- 
tcutivk power.” "That this bill placed the 
govetument of India in the hands of the 
Commons, and theirLordlhips need only re- 
cur to Holland to remark, how i improper 
: a demoeratic alſfembly 18 to manage the . 
execution of Public a affairs.” He i WAS againſt 
the bill going into a Committee, where a 
noble Den who had ſpoken before him, 
1 ſald, it might be ſo altered and modified, 
as to meet with the concurrence” "of the | 
Houſe; but, be urged, that no amendments F 
or alterations could be effected to rectify 
What was in itſelf wrong ab mitio* that he 
did not approve” of the general "principle: 
a vaſt continent in India was to be govern- 1 
ed by ſeven Commiſſi joners, reſident in Bri- 
1 tain, who were to tranſmit their orders to 
| officers appointed in India, to carry tbem 
into execution. But he appealed to their 
Lordfhips, if orders, which were exceeding) y 
proper at the moment they were given, 
might not be bighly the reverſe at the 
Land of execution. No orders ee 


+ 


FE 
in fact, to be implicitiy obeyed; 1 on 
every trial for diſobediente of orders it 
has always been enquired, whether ſuch 
diſobedience of orders was neceſſary or 
not. He needed not to remind their 
Lordſhips of a recent tranſaction at Sa- 
ratoga. Here it was diſputed, and remains 
to this moment a doubt, whether General 
Burgoy! ne's orders were peremptory or diſcre-. 
tional. Beſides, he ſaw. nothing in the bill by 
which the new Commiſſioners were inveſted 
with powers ſuperior to thoſe of the old Di- 
rectors; nor did he ſee why the power inveſted 
in the Commiſſioners, might not as well be 
confided. to the Directors. The evidence, 
his Grace contended, was partial and inſuf-. 
ficient, and. that it was abſurd to imagine 
that their, Lordſhips could derive an ade- 
quate information from a few papers laid 
upon the table, by a member who was pro- 
feſſedly an advocate for the bill. If a full 
and ſufficient inveſtigation of the Com- 
pany's affairs be required, and without ſuch 
full inveſtigation it would be the heighth 
1 2 X 3 


property, it had b 
two kinds of property; one poſitive, and the 
other qualified, in which the public had a 


- ſhare or were intereſted. But, his Grace 
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of TS to ae them of theſe pro- 
perty, and annihilate their charter; Why 
not commit it to ſeven or eight members of 
the Houſe to a ſmall committee be- 
fore which alone, and not before the whole 5 
"Houſe; ſo complicated a detail could be 


examined and enquired into with effect. 
To excuſe the violation of the Company's 
een urged, that there are 


maintained, that there is no property in the 


- kindom but what the public has ſome in- 


tereſt in; as it is only of the aggregate poſ- 


ſeſſions of individuals, that the public pro- 
perty conſiſts, He inſiſted, that the Coun- 
ſel had laid a juſt, exact ſtatement of the 


Company's property before their Lord- 


ſhips; and in the objections that had been 


ſtated to it, by a noble Lord, who ſpoke, F 


laſt, he could have wiſhed that one cireum- 
of ſtance had been omitted, viz. the mention 
of the improbability of recovering a debt 
from the Court of France; and he could 


not 


dir bot think itimp 


the noble Duke to un it, though he | 


Knew not but the noble Duke might be au- 
thorifed by his inſtructions to do it;-whilft 
nà negociation, relative to that very demand, 


was pending; for it could not be imagined 


but that the French Miniſtry would take 


the, advantage of the Ambaſſador's declara- 


tion, and in conſequence of what he. faid, 
be ſtill more inclined to diſpute the Com- 
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ho ſaid, he ſhould be happy to meet the 


noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ; and after come 
muricating to him his inſtructions, convince 
him that he had neither been guilty of im- 


prudence or inipalicy, in hat he had ſaid 


| telative to the demand. made by the Eaſt- 
| Company on the Court of France. 
He had only urged it as a fallacious ſtate- 

ment, to ſet down as caſh, what was ſtill a 


matter of litigation; and, ne beſt 


1 the iſſue. 45 
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The Duke of Richmond; i in reply, Kid, 
All he meant was to inſinuate the impolicy 
of touching on a matter in that Houſe, from 
the diſcuſſion of which, an advantage might, 
and moſſt ee e be en e Abe 
. + bing i 208 de ee ee 
| T he Duke * Mancheſter ſv once more, 
and delared, that he had divulged nothing 
that ought to be kept ſecret, or that could 
give the Court of France any advantage in 
the diſcuſſion of the article alluded to, 


Lord Walfingham obſerved, that after 
the very flattering diſtinction, and the ve- 

ry undeſerved compliments that had been 
beſtowed upon him by the noble Duke in 
the blue ribband, their Lordſhips might be 
led to expect an ampler diſcuſſion of the 
ſubject before them than he was able to 
give it; it would certainly, therefore, be 
neceſſary for bim to apologize to their 


TL ordſhips for the very imperfe& manner in 


Which he ſhould deliver his ſentiments up- 
on {the moſt _ ſabje& that, per- 
haps, 
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haps, bad ever engaged their Lordſhips“ 


attention. The bill then before the Houſe 
was a bill which certainly took away from 
the proprietors of Eaſt-India ſtock, all ma- 
nagement or interference in their own af- 
fairs. It tended, undoubtedly, 'to depre - 


ciate the value of their ſtock ; becauſe eve- 


ry proprietor of that Company had certain- 


| ly a right to conſider the ſhare of pa- 


tronage, which he heretofore enjoyed, as 


a part of the rights and privileges to which 
he Was entitled, and that no lawful advan- 


tage, which the poſſeſſion of his ſtock 
gave him, was to be forfeited, without de- 
linqueney fully. proved againſt the Eaſt- In- 


dia Company. Having ſtated this very 
fully, his Lordſhip. declared, that, admit- 


ting the neceſſity of the interference of Go- 
vernment to be apparent, that interference 
ſhould be ſuch as the Conſtitution of this 
country knows, and acknowledges. If 
the controling power, now enjoyed by 
his Majeſty's Miniſters, is not ſufficient, 
or if the affairs of India are of ſuch a mag- 
1 as to require a new eſtabliſhment, 
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let hee by appointed. a third Seeretary of: | 
State; but let the patronage, of the Com- 

pany remain with the Directors and Pro- 

prietors. I contend, ſaid his Lordſhip; 
that if we touch that, we ſeize their pro- 
perty. Let this office be eſtabliſned, as it 
ought to be, under the Crown. This 
country can know no other executive power 
but that of the Crown. I hold this: to bo 

the firſt principle of our Conſtitution ; and; 
when we eſtabliſh any other power in the 
kingdom, we deſtroy the Conſtitution. 

There is another point, my Lords, in 

which 1 differ moſt materially — — The 

friends of this bill contend, that the Gor! 
vernment of India ſhould: be 1 in this coun» 

tty. It is impoſfible, my Lords; ,you: 
muſt govern. India, in India; and from 
the moment a contrary ſyſtem is adopted, 

| the, loſs of India will not be very diſtant. 

Do we not all know, my Lords, that the 

powers of men's minds have been called; 

forth in India, in a very wonderful manner, 

2 by the uten 80 went Nr have tran 
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you deprive the Government upon the tot 
from diſcovering! and rewarding merit 
2 moment you fill up all offices in that 
country from this, thoſe great efforts of 
* human mind, which have been exerted 


to our admiration and ſurpriſe, will appear 


no lengen Shall Vir. Haſtings or any 
other Governor General wh may ſuceeed 


him, be the judge of merit under his on 
eye; or ſeven men, at the diſtance of 


twelve thouſand miles from the ſeat of ac- 
tion. With reſpect to the ſtate of the 
Company's affairs, one of the reaſons af- 
ſigned for the preſent bill —I think it it pro of 
perous, all circumſtances' eonſidered; nor 

do 1 fee how the ſever heww Directors can 
fill their Treaſury any more than the 
twenty four gentlemen” who are to be re- 
moved. As to the miſtnanagement of the 
5 Company's __ e . wy Ta 

p is wide field, - 08 | 
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5 wok? b an —— a great ad- 
| - mirer of Mr. Haſtings ; ; but, my Lords, 
185 am not ſo enthuſiaſtic an adnurer of that 
e | | gentle- 


„ r 
gentleman as to ſuppoſe, that, in the twelve 
years of his government, there are no parts 
of his conduct not eprehenſible. Not 


chat, my Lords, I will ſay, and with 


confidence, if that great man had been re- 
8 Ex" during the war, we ſhould not now ' 
be diſputing as to tbe mode by Which we 
ſhould govern India, becauſe, my Lords, 
we ſhould; not have had India to govern. 
Tbe noble Earl (Sandwich) has given 
your Lordſhips a long account of enor- 
mities committed in India, but he has 
totally omitted to ſtate to your Lordſhips, 
the dates of the ſeveral tranſactions he has 
mentioned. He tells you, my Lords, that 
Mr, Haſtings, Wwhoſe name, by the by, 
the noble Lord did not mention, though 
he profeſſed to haye a high opinion of 
him; but he tells you, my Lords, that 


Mr. Haſtings: appointed an old woman to 
be the guardian of the perſon of the Na- 
bob of Bengal, during his minority; and 
this is repreſented as a ſtrange act of abſur- 
dity, or ſomething worſe. But, my Lords, 
Mr; bogs #figned good and ſufficient. 
3121728 reaſons 


U a 
reaſons for his choice. If a native of rank 
had been appointed, Mr. Haſtings dreaded 
the influence it would give him in Bengal. 


If a near male relation, he feared for the - 


Nabob's life. The Directors very warmly 
approved the choice, and the tranſaction 
happened in 1772. Whenever your Lord- 

ſhips go into the whole of Mr. Haſtings's 
conduct, you will find thoſe parts which 
now appear reprehenſible, very different 
from what they are repreſented, I ſpeak 
with reſpe& of the tranſactions in another 
place; but ſurely your Lordſhips muſt al- 
low, that the reports of the Select Com- 

mittee carry upon the very face of them 

the ſtrongeſt marks of partiality. To 
criminate Mr. Haſtings, appears the ſole 
end of each report; but, my Lords, has 
bis conduct been fairly repreſented? I with, 
on ſome future day, to ſee him at that bar, 
when I am ſure he will recover from your 
Lordſhips a complete acquittal from all the 
charges not brought, but inſinuated againſt 
bim. Look, my Lords, to the great ac- 
tions of Mr. Haſtings, and thoſe who ſer- 


ved 


T5) 


in Guzzerat, the capture of Ahmedabad 
and Baſſeen, the ſtorm of Sindia's camp, 


and the other important events which 
have occurred during the Maratta war, 
when the officer of Mr. Haſtings's choice, 


General Goddard, commanded the Britiſh 


army, will adorn- the page of hiſtory in 
future times. The ſeparate army fotmed 
by Mr. Haſtings to attack the dominions 
of Madajee Scindia; the capture of the 


important, and, till then, impregnable ſor- 
treſs of. Gualior, by Colonel Popham, is 


an event worthy to be recorded to the lateſt 


times. My Lords, it is abſurd, it is ridicu- 
lous to ſay Mr. Haſtings was the author of 


the Maratta war. It began at Bombay ; 
It was concluded in Bengal. The peace 
was diſapproved of at howe. Mr. Haſtings 


was inſtructed to ſeize the fitteſt opportu · 


nity for breaking the treaty. | The noble 
Earl in the green ribband has ſaid Mr. 


Haſtings called the Maratta war his War. 
No, my Lords, he never did; but he 


| W Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheeler, 


a 


ved under him. My. Lards, the campaign 


58 A ; 
n ” ends. 2 a ” 
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they threw the pa en 5 
from a particular, period, to permit him ſo 
canduct it, and the merit of the peace is al 
his own- The merit of reliey ing the Car- 
natie, to which, we ge the preſeryation. of 
India, is all his own., Sir Eyre Coote has 
confeſſed. it. The merit of inducing, 1 


: Nizam, to remain neuter, and of af purcbaſr 


ing the march of Colonel Pearſe 8. army 


trough the Maratta: country, is all his 
own. The time will come, when theſe 
ae be acknowledged. When your 


&s & + 


be made for the Gifßenlties with Which dhe 4 
State was ſurrounded. We were the fove- 


reigns of Benares, and Mr., Haſtings had * 
right to exact military ſer vice from the Ze. 
minder. Do; your, Lordſhips mean, that N 
under no circumſtances, military ſervice E'Y 
to. * ene 1 * wa en in India | 


Lordſhips ſhall make the inſurrection of 
wür e oy Fate of the Viper 8 coun⸗ | 


ti 3% condi will then appear 10 very : 
different int of view, 3., allowances: Wy — 


no 


t * 

n irs and in Ladis ever ſtood 11 4s 
in Proof, from the evidence of Captain 
Harper, to the Select Cotumittet, 1 
Buülwant Sing, father” of Cheyt Sing, al. 
Ways furniſhed. bis quota of military force 
to his Sovereign i in time of war, Indepen- 
gent of the annual revenue he WES we 
became the Sovereign — we hal à right to 
exact military ſervice, and it "was ſtrictly 
conſbnant to the conſtitution of the Mogul 
empire. My Lords, if I view Mr. Hal: 

_ tings as a Financier; how much reaſon ſhall 
I have to admire bis conduct? When he 
atrixed in Bengal in 1772, the Company 
owed upon bond, one million three hun- 
"Jed thouſand pounds: this debt he paid off. 
JM 1 the memories of the gentlemen 
0 were ſent to India in 1774, and died 
there; but unfortunate was it indeed for 
this country, that they ſo very early differ- 
ed from Mr. Haſtings, and carried their 
differencies to ſo great a height If they 
bad not, Bengal would have been the firſt 
Government in the world. Can there, 
my Lords, be a "greater proof of Mr. Hal- | 


N. 439.1] 


[tings 's knowledge of the revenues of. Ben- 
gal than this? That he has actually increaſ- | 
ed them one million ſterling, and preſerved 
his own provinces in tranquillity, though 
war has deſolated other parts of India. — 


Let not your Lordſhips be carried away 
by idle declamation examine into facts, 
and you will find that Bengal js in a fiou- 
riſhing ſituation; and that, perhaps, no 
— has improved ſo much as that has 


+. Ance.; Mr. Haſtings: governed 1 


pwr he came there only two years after 


| 2 deſtructive famine, which had ſwept 5 
away above a third of the inhabitants 6 


Bengal. Peace is now completely reſtored 


— retrenchments in expence have taken 


place in every department ; ; and ! in a very 
few years our ſituation in India will be more 
flouriſhing than ever, if we do not ruin 


that country by the meaſures adopted i in 


this. I know no man but Mr. Haſtings 
who can reduce your expences, and pay off 


your debts in India. He will do it, I am 


confident, if be is properly and conſtantly 
Jopported from home; and therefore I can» 


* 
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got approve a bill, which has fbf its objeR 
the removal and diſgrace of ſo great à man, 
Were! my other objections, Which are iin. 
- able, en ay. {73 Ni F266 | 55 n bs 1 
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"The Earl of L Derby followed, ard ſup- 
0 the bill upon the neceſſity there was 
for checking the public delinquency of the 
ſervants of the Company in India. He ad- 
duced a variety of letters abd extracts to 

prove the barbarity that bad been exerciſed 
in that country ther went Tito the tranſl. 
5 ions of Mr. Haſtings with Cheyt Sing, 
_ whoſe conduct he highly reprobated, both 
3 or cruelty and breach of public faith to 
that prince; and after dwelling for a conſi- 
derable time on the different proceedings of 

the Councils of Bengal, Madras, and Bom- 
bay, all of 'whom' he charged with a va- 
nety of delinquency at different periods, 
from 1763, he concluded with faying, that 
he ſaw how the bill was to go; and it was 
| an appearance Which in his mind was moſt 
alatming to the” independence of Patlia 
ment; To withont a to any partieu- 
lar 


b 
lar tumour, and withdut mentioning or 
alluding to the name of any Peer, he muſt 


ſay that the circumſtances attending that 
bill ſhewed;” that there had been an interſe- 
rence of a moſt tineonſtitutional kind: What 
elſe could there have been, when they ſaw 
that aſter members had pledged themſelves 
in the moſt ſacred and unequivocal manner 
to the ſupport of this bill, they ſhould now 
change their opinion and act againſt it? To 
what could ſuch condiift be aſſigned, but an 
| interference which their Lordſhips ought | 
to dread more than any calamity that could 
be derived from the operation of this bill, 
admitting even that its operation ſhould be 
as calamitous as it was ſtated to be. Better 
that the territories of India ſhould for ever 
be loft to this country, than that an inter- 
poſition ſhould exiſt by which the in⸗ 
=O dependence of . Houſe keen * we 
hve age 88 


Lord unden ſaid, ie tis came aan 
unſolieited, and unconnected, to delives 
his candid and independent opinion on the 

a | bill. 


F + Yo ns 
un. ” He declared himſelf an enemy to its 
principle; for it was a moſt violent infringe - 
ment of the property of the greateſt Com- 
pany in the world. It in fact deprives them 
of their property; for though under the 
bill, there was a ſpecious appearance of the 
property being preſer ved for the benefit of the 
Company, yet, when it was conſidered that 
that property was to be put in truſt ; that 
it was to be managed by others; and that 
thoſe who were to manage it, were neither 
to be appointed nor controled by the Pro- 
prictors, their Lordſhips would believe that 
it was in fact a deprivation of property; for 
if a ſteward, or truſtee was placed in the 
poſſeſſion of their Lordſhips' rentsand rights, 
and that ſteward or | truſtee was neither to 
be dependent on, nor to be controled by 
them, would they | imagine that they had 
any available property in their eſtates? It 
was the quality of property to be ſubject 
P's: to the owner. It changed its nature 
when he loſt his authority over it. A 
perſon who had delivered his property over 


to ths chat of another in truſt, 
might, 


& | 04 


e 1 SANG] 
might, Inseed, have a certain annual benefit 
from it, but he Was not the independent 
poſſeſſor of his own property, for he could 
not convert it to his on uſes, nor take 
eee from it, but his rene 
1 dend. Ire Zend 
5 % Þ33 6&1 100 abu pr tn gc 8 Janelip | 
This bill, therefore, pronounced either a 
commiſſion ef bankruptey, or of lunacy on 
the Company. It pronounced them to be 
either unable, from Want of property, 
to proceed in their trade, or from 
Want of mental capacity. The only argu- 
ment for this violent meaſure was, that of 
neceſſity; a plea which had been uſed by 
every Miniſter, good and bad, and alſo by 
every King for the worſt and moſt atrocious 
acts that were ever perpetrated. Neceſſity 
was one of thoſe vague terms which 
| "might always be uſed with or without mean- 
ing; but in this caſe nothing could be ad- 
' mitted as an argument, but a great State 
neceſſity. Did ſuch a neceſſity exiſt? He 
believed not; or at leaſt it did not appear 
on the face of their D or on any 


of 


1 7 144 7 Bb 
el the grounds which bad been n exhibird 
The Company were not proved; to be in a 
bankrupt ſtate. They had produced n ſtate- 
ment af their finances. © They had ſhewn | 
that by the ealamities of war they had ſuf- 
fered a loſs of ſeveral millions, in conſe- 
quence of exertions which operated to the 
advantage of this country, They bad 
ſhewn that their embarraſſments were 
—_— temporary; their credi itors were not 
amorous; their circumſtanceg were not 
dee. Nothing was more common in 
than that in a hard run upon his credit, he 
ſhouldd call together his friends, expoſe his 
eireumſtances, and when his creditors found 
that his bottom was good, to give him 
time, and rank him in the ſame ſolid eſti- 
mation as before. This was exaiythe 
| Company's caſe. Tbey wanted nothing 
but indulgence for a ſhort time; they ex- 
poſed their books to Government for the 
purpoſe of convincing them that their credit 
was good; aud no neeeſſity appeared that 
Auſtiſied the violent nen, sei | 
ad this bill, 


Did 


1 4 — 1 
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Did hn. ry neceffit ity / i * another 


N 2 Were the preſent conductors of the 


| Company s affairs incapable of managing 
| 1 them? He ſaid, they were not proved hy 


any evidence that he had ſeen to be incag n- 


ble. Nothing bad even been imputed of 
blame to the Court of Directors. They 


were acknowledged, to have Written their 


hſpatches with the moſt ſenſible policy ; 


and to have ſtudied, purſued, and accom- 


pliſhed the real. intereſts. of the Company. 
But certain abuſes were mentioned, and 


| the conduct of Mr., Haſtings was brought 


forward, to prove how ſhamefully the af- 


fairs of the, Company had, been aſhes. | 


| ed it in India. Wxhout- entering into the 


NIB Qt 


9 0 of Mr. Haſtings, who wäs, by 
the bye, the ſoul. of our ſucceſs in India, 


he aſked bg if when Government interfered, 
they had ben able to puniſh guilt more 
than che gurt of Directors? He inſtanced 
the "caſe, of of the perſons. ee for the 
| treatment of Lord. Pigot. | When thoſe 
men came Tit the court to receive judg- 


ment, they came with their pocket books 
full of bank ee, and 8 with as 


DU ET much 


8 146 1 


FRO. facility to pay N as they paid 
1216601. 10 Was this the instance by which 15 
the officers in India were to be taught. that 
IE they were not to commit efimes with im- 
bunity s I was idle to talk of the white of 
__-the Gurt of L Ditectors in u fuch' inſtances. as 
4 Zallieſe/ qtuhen Government bad, in fact, giv- 
ven their countenance? to every meaſure of 
the Directors for many years paſt. Give the | 
: Court of DireQors the power that's given by 
this bill to the ſeven new Directors, and 
try if then they will not be able to regulate | 
the affairs of the Company in India. Free | 
them from the controul of the Proprietary, 
and) ſubject their diſpatches ' to the peruſal | 
© of: Miniſters, and you wit not be 9ppoled 
by all men, as acting the © part of Violators. 
85 and. deſtroyers of rights ſecured by charters. 
In no part of this Whole bulineſs did there 
appcur any other neceſfity for the bift, but 
the neceſſity that Miniſters muſt keep their 
places. This was the only heceffiry which 
appeared; and that that was the only becel⸗ 
: ſity which had given riſe to the bill, appear- 
5 ed from one clauſe of 1 it — that which gave. 
the 8 the 1521. of ap e 
1 ien bao 4 ws : ent ARG fy 
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e office in India, great r i 


The influence of Wee had bel cur- 


_ tailed by certain bills, and wo 


this bill to ſupply the place of tho as 
Which diminiſhed the influence And, 8 
deed, it did it in a moſt ample manner. 9 Le 
called the Houſe to temember What pains, 7 
What efforts they bad ſed to gain thoſe 
points; and were they ug. to Pals a bin 
which granted more patronage, than * was 
poſſeſſed by almoſt au/ potentate f in Eu- 
rope? He ſpoke of the Marquis of Rockt - 
ing's ſteady perſeverance to the end 1 in the 
doctrines of Whiggiſm, and lamented that 1 * 
ſome of thoſe who called themſelves "his 2 
friends,” ſhould now favour 4 tem o F 
inimical to that ſyſtem which it bad been 
the labour and 1 bd that aol. ant —_— like | 
to dan 5 
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ry 
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Earl T a TT at confi 7 a * 
length ine che argue för the bil, and 

71 +1 2 ik 

to ſhew that the Company's finances were 

indeed ſuch as to call for the immediate in- : 8 

terference of Parliament ; 6 he enumerated a 3 
. of objeEions to the ſtatement of 

55 1 2 their 


SH 


tei affairs, poibting 4 out - the Hicke of 
their arcoumt, and ſhewing that they were 
not only in great and urgent neceſſities, 
but that. without the preſent inter poſition, 
they mult, þe precipitated to ruin. Herre: 
ferred to hat t the noble, Lord had faid of 
the principles and purity. of the Marquis of 9 
Rockingham, He paid him the warmeſt 
compliments. ., Yea, that noble Lord; was 
always againſt the unneceſſary and corrupt 
influence of the Crown. . "He had conſtants, 
| ly. been for the d;mingtion.c of the power 8 1 
corruption; 5 but Was be an enemy to 
ſtable and permanent government ? TAN t 
=_ he "wiſhed for order, for regulation, 
for peace, and all the comforts of a go- 
vernment boupdly adminiſtered, he wiſbed 
to ſee, Adminifiration, ſupported by fair, 
public, and reſponſible pen 15 nat 


. 


* n which was now but too 6206409 
he would, have, condemned it with more 
energy, With more determination, : and: con- 

| ſidered it with, more alarm than he co 
5 expreſs i in Words. is mind, filled and 
actuated by the motives Of Whigeilm,. 5 
5 would ill brook to ſee 2 e dark. ang ſecret in- 


3 1 uence 
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fluence exerting, itſelf againſt. th indepen» ey 
| dence of Parliament, and the authority of 


443 +7 


Miniſters. Ws | NW eee 


Ted: King ſpoke agaigt the bill, and 


with conſiderable heat demanded, if, as it 
Was ſaid, that certain Peers were influenced 


by ſecret and unavowed means, he was 


ranked among the number. He dared any 
man to ſay that he was dictated to in his 
W ane on this or upon any other occafion. 
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Tod Ge Wöpertel the bill on the 


— j © 


ſame indeperident ground. He had connec- 


tions with no Miniſters. He bad received 
favours from none ſince the days of his 


friend the Dake of Newcaſtle. 5 


＋ be Earl of was + oppoſed the bill as 


a moſt violent infringement on the liberties 
of the Company, and, with theirs, on the 


ES 


liberties of the people. 
The Biſhop of Saliſbury id. that* if Mi. 


niſters would ſay that in the Committee, 


ſome clauſes to which he objected would 
be expunged, we would. vote for the com- a 
9 | mitment. 


%. 


* 
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mer 1. bhendöned 985 tthafe of au es, ; 
were: 4 He ab hott the Fe of the bill, # 


A good one. 


The Eatl of Orliße fed, 2 


| queſtion of commitment it Was impote 
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 toilay, what the Committee would do 1 


. 1 


. 


* n KY : 
Ant 5 „% 4:93 5 
* „ ‚ A 
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2 8 Seed on an ex- 
preſſon thrown out by Eatl F itzwilliam 
in the preceding debate, which being ſatiſ 
factor rily explained, the queſtion was ba. 
and the bill er 
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